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ELIGHT of every eye, torment of every heart, divine light of the 
mind! I kiſs not the duſt of thy feet, becauſe thou ſeldom walkeſt, 
and when thou doſt, it is only on the carpets of Iran, or with thy wa 
ſtrewed with roſes. You are here preſented with the tranſlation of a ens 
wrote by an ancient ſage, who enjoying the happineſs of having nothin 
to do, thought proper to amuſe himſelf with writing the hiſtory 
Zadig ; a performance which, I may venture to aſſure you, expre 
much more than it ſeems to expreſs. - And I beg you will indulge me 
ſo far, as to read it over, and then paſs your impartial judgment upon 
it: for although you are in the bloom of life; though every pleaturs 
courts. gs though you are the darling of nature, and poſſeſs internal 
comphithments adequate to your beauty; though you are praiſed 
2 the world from the night till the morning, and conſe- 
quently have a right to diveſt yourſelf of common ſenſe; yet you 
. notwithſtanding, a mind filled with wiſdom, and an imagina- 
tion uricommoenly delicate. I have frequently heard you diſcourſe 
more learnedly Wan the wiſeſt derviſe, with his venerable beard and 
pointed bonnet, You are diſcreet without being diſtruſtful; mild 
and gentle without weakneſs; and beneficent with diſcernment; 
(prightly ſallies of your wit never borrow any luſtre from detraction; 
you never ſpeak or do ill, notwithſtanding the prodigious eaſe with 
which you could do both. In ſhort, your ſoul has conſtantly appeared 
as pure and faultleſs as your perſon. You have, moreover, a ſnall fund 
of philoſophy; which induces me to believe that you will better reliſh 


this performance, the work of e d any other lady of youn _ 


quality. "© 
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ove your friends, and do not make yourſelf any enemies. The 
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It was originally written im the ancient Chaldee, which neither you 
nor I underſtand; from whence it was tranflated into Arabic, to amuſe 


the celebrated Sultan Ouloug-heg, This was at the time when the 


Arabians and Perſians began to write the thouſand and one nights, 
and the thouſand ay one days, Ouloug found moſt pleaſure in read- 
ing Zadig ; but the fultanas preferred the thouſand and one. How 
© can ye, ſaid the wiſe Ouloug, © admire ſtories void of ſenſe, and with- 
< out meaning ?*—* Oh, ' replied the ſultanas, the leſs ſenſe there is 
* in them, the more they are in taſte; and the leſs their merit, the 
© greater their commendation.* _ > 6 

I flatter myſelf, great patroneſs of wiſdom, that you will not reſem- 
ble thoſe thoughtleſs ſultanas, bat will deign to adopt the ſentiments 
of Ouloug. I even hope that, when you areweary a conver- 
ſations, which have a great reſemblance to the thoufand and ones, I 
ſhall be happy enough to find à minute in Which F may have the honour 
of ſpeaking to you in the voice of reaſon. Had you been Thaleſtris, in 


the days of Scander; had. you been the queen of Sheba, in the time 
of Solomon ; thoſe kings would have been proud to viſit you: 
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The underwritten, who have obtained the reputation of learn- 
ing, -and even that of being a man of wit, have read this 
manuſcript, which I find, to my great mortification, is curious, 
amuſing,” moral, philoſophical, and well worth reading, even by 
thoſe who diſlike romances: I have therefore thought proper to 


depreciate it, and have accordingly aſſured the Capi-Lesquies,. 
that it is a moſt deteſtable performance. | | 
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CHAP. I, 


THE BLIND OF ONE EYE. 
ths "II's 
| AS HERE lived at Babylon, 
| in the reign of King 
T &- Moabdar, a man named 
. Zadig. He was endowed 
by nature with an uncom- 
mon genius, and hie parents, who were 
rſons of rank, took care to cultivate 
it with an excellent education. Though 
rich and young, he knew how to mo- 
erate his paſſions; he had nothin 
in him affected; he diſdained the of 
tentation of viſdom, and knew how 
to. pity the weakneſſes of his fellow 
creatures. Every one was ſurprized to 
find, that though he had ſuch a fund 
of wit, he never expoſed, by his rail- 
lety, thoſe impertinent and ſeditious 
diſcourſes, thoſe raſh flanders, thoſe 
ignorant deciſions, thoſe rude. jefts, 
and that vain ſougd of words, which, 
in Babylon, went by the name of po- 
lite converfatian. He had learned, in 
the firſt book of Toroaſter, that ſelf- 
love is à bladder ſwelled with wind, 
from whence tempeſts proceed. when- 
ever it is pierced. In particular, he 
never” boaſted-of his conqueſts among 
the fair ſex, und of his bringing them 
into ſubjection. He was too generous to 
afraid of conferring obligations on 
the ungrateful; following this great 
precept of Zoroaſter: When thou eateſt, 
give to the dogs, though they ſhould 
growl at thee; He was as wiſe as 


FAT 


it was poſſible; for he ſought not the 
company of any but ſuch as were fa- 
mous for their wiſdom. He was ac- 
quainted with the ſciences of the an- 
cient Chaldeans ; was not ignorant of 
ſich phyſical principles of nature as 
were then diſcovered; and knew as 
much of metaphyſicks as has ever yet 


been known; that is to ſay, little or 


nothing of the matter. He was firm 
ly 


three hundred and ſixty-five days and 
an half, and that the ſun was ſituated 


in the centre of the earth: but when 
the chief magi told him, with an in- 


ſulting haughtineſs, that heentertained 
heretical ſentiments, and was an ene- 


my to the ſtate, for believing that the. 
ſun turned about it's own axis, and - 
that the year conſiſted of twelve months; 


he was wiſe enough to avoid the ap- 
pearance of anger or contempt. 4 
As Zadig poſſeſſed great riches, and 
had conſequently many friends; and as 
he had alſo an excellent conſtitution, 
an amiable figure, a mind juſt and mo- 
derate, and a heart ſincere and noble 


he imagined that he . happy. 


He therefore determined to marry a 


gay younglady, named Semira, whoſe - 


auty-;.birth.and fortune, rendered her 


the moſtdefrrable perſon in Babylon. He . 


had a folid and virtuous affection for 


this lady, and ſhe loved him with the 


mot paſſionate tenderneſs. A ſhort 


time before their intended union, aa 
enn, 


% 


rſuaded, in ſpite of the philoſophy 
of his time, that the year confifted of 


of the gates of Babylon, under a row 
of palm trees on the banks of the Eu- 
phrates, they ſaw a band of men armed 
with ſabres, bows and arrows, ap- 
prodching towards them. Theſe were 
the attendants of young Orcan, nephew 
to a miniſter of ſtate, whom the con- 
cubines of his uncle had perſuaded 
might commit with impunity whatever 
crimes he pleaſed. Although he had 
none of the internal er r 
of Zadig, yet he imagined himſelf to 
be greatly his ſuperior, and was there- 
fore enraged at not being preferred be- 
fore him. This jealouſy, which aroſe 
merely from his vanity, induced him 
to believe that he loyed Semira to diſ- 
traction; fired with which notion, he 


determined to carry her away by force. 
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The ruffians rudely ſeized her; and, 
in the heat of the encounter, drew the 
blood of a beauty, the ſight of whoſe 
charms would have moved to pity even 
the tygers of Mount Emaus. The in- 
jured lady pierced the heavens with 
er cries; exclaiming, O my hut- 
© band! my dear huſband! they force 
me from the arms of him whom alone 
£ I adore.* She regarded not her own 
danger ; her thoughts were wholly en- 
oſſed by her fears for the dearly be- 
— Tadig. In the mean time, he 
defended himſelf with all the ſtrength 
and reſolution which love and valour 
uſually inſpire. Aſſiſted only by two 
flaves, he put the villains to flight, and 
carried home Semira, ſenſeleſs and 
bloody as ſhe was. 
came to herſelf, the fixed her lovely 
eyes on her deliverer. O Zadig 
Gid he, I not only love thee as my 
© huſband, but as him to whom I owe 
my life, and what to me is far dear- 
© er; the preſervation of my honour.” 
Never was a heart more inflamed than 
Semira's; never did ſuch raviſhing lips 
expreſs ſentiments ſo kind and tender-: 
her words were of fire; they were in- 
ſpired by gratitude for the greateſt of 
all benefits, and the warmeſt tranſ- 
ports of a lawful affection. Her wounds 
were light, and were quickly healed, 
Zadig was wounded in a more dange- 
Tous manner; he was ſtruck by an ar- 
row near his left eye. Semira inceſ- 
ſantly addreſſed the gods, for the cui 
of her lover; her cheeks were night 
and day bathed in tears; and ſhe wait- 
ed with impatience for the happy mo- 


ment when the eyes of Zadig mould 
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The moment ſhe 


give him conſolation. 


witty. 
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behold her anxiety! But, alas ! the 


wounded eye became ſo ſwelled and 
inflamed, chat his friends were in the 
— concern for his fight. They 
ent even to Memphis, for the great 
phyſician Hermes, who immediately 
attended his patient with a numerous 
retinue. On his firſt viſit, he declared 
that Zadig would loſe his eye, and 
3 the day and hour when this 

atal event would happen. If it 
© had been the right eye, ſaid he, I 
© could have healed it ; but the wounds 
© of the left are incurable.” All Ba- 
bylon, while they lamented the deſtiny 
of Zadig, admired the wiſilom of Her- 
mes. Iwo days after, the abſceſs burſt 
of itſelf ; and Zadig, in a ſhort time, 
was perfectly recovered. Hermes then 
wrote a very elaborate treatiſe, to prove 
that he ought not to have been cured : 
which Zadig, however, did not think 
worth his e 3 but, as ſoon as he 
could go abroad, prepared to viſit her 
on whom he founded his hopes of hap- 
pineſs, and for whoſe ſake alone he had 
wiſhed the reſtoration of his ſight. 
Semira, he found, had been three days 
in the country; and he was at the ſame 
time informed, that as this beautiful 
creature had publickly declared, an in- 
ſuperable averſion to one- eyed men, ſhe 
was that very night to be wedded to Or- 
can. At this unexpected ill news, poor 
Zadig fell ſenſeleſs on the earth; and 
was ſo greatly affected with his diſap- 
wa yore that it threw him into a vio» 

ent illneſs, which laſted-forye months. 
At length reaſon prevailed over his 
affliction, and the reflection of the guil; 
he had experienced in her, ſerved to 


Since I have ſuffered,” ſaid he, 
the effects of ſuch cruel caprice, from 
© a woman educated at court, I will 
© now wed the daughter of ſome ſub- 
© ftantial citizen.” Accordingly, he 
made choice of Azora, a young lady of 
genteel education, an excellent œco · 
nomiſt, and deſcended from parents 
the moſt reſpectable. Shortly after, they 
were married, and lived for a whole 
month in all the delights of the moſt 
tender union. But he ſoon began to 
perceive that Azora poſſeſſed ſome ſmall | 
degree of levity, and had a ſtrong pro- 
penſity to bel ĩeve that thoſe young men 
who had the moſt agreeable perſons, 
were always the moſt. virtuous and 
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THE NOSE, | | 

. ZORA had been one day walk- 
ing, when ſhe returned filled 


with rage, and uttering loud exclama- 
tions. 


1 


een able thus to diſturb you? — 
Alas, ſaid ſhe, © you would have 
© been quaHy enraged, had you ſeen 
© what I have juſt beheld. I have been 
© to comfort the young widow-Coſrou, 
< who has been theſe two days erecting 
< a monument to the memory of her 
© deceaſed huſband, mear the rivulet 
« which runs by the fide of this mea- 
« dow. In the height of her grief, 
« the made a ſolemn vow to ſtay at this 
< tomb as long as the rivulet kept it's 
© courſe.'—* Well, ſaid Zadig, this 
< woman is worthy of eſteem ; ſhe loved 
her huſband with perfect ſincerity.” 


Ah, replied Azora, did you 


© know how ſhe was employed, when 
« Iwent to viſit her, you would not 
© ſay ſo. How was it, lovely Azora?” 
ſaid he; © was ſhe turning the ſtream 
© of the rivulet?* Azora anſwered by 
long ĩnvectives; and wttered ſuch bit- 


ter reproaches againſt the young wi- 


dow, that Zadig was diſguſted at her 


oſten tation of virtue. 
Zadig had an intimate friend, named 
Cador, whoſe wife was perfectly vir- 
tuous, and actually preferred her huſ- 
band to all the world beſides: this 
friend Zadig made his confident, and 
ſecured his fidelity by a conſiderable 
preſent. i f 
Azora had been two days in the 
country, viſiting one of her friends: 
at her return home, on the third, ſhe 
was informed by her domeſticks, who 
were all in tears, that Zadig died ſud - 
denly the night before; that they had 
not dared to carry her this fatal news; 
and that they had juſt buried him in 
the tomb of his fathers, at the end of 
the garden. She burſt into a flood of 
tears, tore her hair, and vowed that 
ſhe would immediately follow him. 
In the evening Cador came, and beg- 
ged to be permitted to condole with her; 


2 416. 


Why, O my dear wife, are 
. 2 afflicted ?* ſaid he. Who has 
6 
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and. they both joined their-lamenta- 
tions. 


and dined together; when Cador in- 


formed her, that Zadig had left him 


the greateſt of his wealth, and 
gave her to underſtand, that his hap- 
pineſy depended on her ſharing his for- 
rune, The lady again burſt into tears, 
grew 8 became reconeiled. 
They ſat longer at ſupper than they 
had done at dinner, — 


was laviſh in her encomiums on the 
deceaſed; but at the ſame time ob- 
ſerved, that he had faults from which 


Cador was exempt; In the midſt of 


their entertainment, Cador ſudden] 


complained of a violent pain in his ſide. 
The lady afflicted, and eager to ſerve 


him, ordered the eſſences of flowers and 
drugs to be brought; and with theſe 
ſhe anointed him, to try if any of them 
would affuage his anguiſh; ſhe- was 
much concerned, that the t Hermes 
was not ſtill in Babylon, and conde- 
ſcended to lay her warm hand on the 
part affected. Are you ſubje& to this 
* tormenting malady?” ſaid ſhe, in a 
ſoft compaſſionate tone. Sometimes, 
ſaid Cador, I am fo violently affe&- 
ed with it, that it brings me to the 
© very brink of the grave: nor is there 
© but a ſingle remedy which can give 
© me eaſe; and that is, to apply ta 


talked toge- 
ther with greater confidence. Azora 
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he next day they _ leſs, . 


* 


© my fide the noſe of a man lately 


dead. This is a ſtrange remedy !* 
ſaid Azora. Not more ſtrange,” re- 
plied he, than the ſatchels of the great 
* Arnou * againft the apoplexy.* - 
This reaſon, added to the perſon 
and merit of the young man, at laſt 


determined her in his favour, ,* After 
all,“ ſaid ſhe, © when my huſband 


« paſſes the er: ga Tchimavar, the 
© angel Aſrail will not ſtop his paſſage, 
© though his noſe be ſomewhat ſhorter 
© in the next life than it was in this. 
She then took a razor, went to the 
tomb of her huſband. bedewed it with 
her tears, and approached to cut off 
his noſe, as he lay extended in his 
coffin. Zadig mounted in a 22 
holding his noſe with one hand, 

putting back the inſtrument with the 
other. Azora, ſaid he, do not ſo 
© loudly exclaim againſt the widow 


* Thare-was at this time in Babylon a famous doctor, named Arnou, who (in the 
Gazettes). cured apoplectick fits, and prevented them from affecting his patients, y 


B 2 


kanging a little bag about their necks. 
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« Coſrou; the, project of cutting off 
my noſe, is equal to that of turning a 
1133 


CHAP, In. 
Tux DOG AND THE HORSE. 


FF ADIG found by experience, that 

the firſt month of marriage, as it 
is written in the bogk of Zind, is the 
moon of honey.; but that the ſecond 
is the moon of wormwood. In ſhort, 
he was ſome time after obliged to re- 


pudiate Azora, who became too hard 


to be pleaſed, and ſeek for happineſs 
in the ſtudy of nature. None, faid 
he, can enjoy greater felicity than 
© the philoſopher, who judiciouſly pe- 
© ruſes that ſpacious book which God 


© has placed before his eyes. The 


© truths he diſcovers become uſeful to 
4 himſelf; he nouriſhes and exalts his 
5 ſoul; lives in tranquility ; fears no- 
© thing from men ; and has no tender 
© ſpouſe to cut off his noſe.. | 

/ Filled with theſe ideas, he retired to 
a houſe in the country, that ſtood on 
the banks of the Euphrates. He did 


not there employ himſelf in calculating 


how many drops of water flow in a 


ſecond of time under the arches of a 


bridge; or if there fell a cube-line of 
rain in the month of the Mouſe, more 
than in the month of the Sheep. He 
formed no projects for making filk 

loves and ſtockings with the webs of 
ſpiders, nor china ware out of broken 
| glaſs bottles; but he chiefly ſtudied 

e properties of animals and plants 
and was very ſoon, by his ſtrift and 
repeated enquiries, enabled to diſcover 
a thouſand variations in viſible objects, 
that others, leſs curious, imagined all 
alike. SY + C38 £4: =) . TAR. 4 «*,t1 
. As he was one day walking by the 
fide of a thicket, he ſaw one of the 


queen's eunuchs approaching towards 
im, followed by many officers, who 


appeared under the greateſt perplexity, 
ing here and thine like perſons 5 
moſt diſtracted, and ſeeking with im- 
Patience ſomething extremely precious. 
E Young man, ſaid the firſt eunuch, 
have you ſeen the queen's dog?” 
Zadig coolly replied, © You mean, I 
© preſume, her bitch?'—* You are in 
© the right, $ir!* returned the eunuch; 
| itis a ſpaniel bitch, indeed 1'=* And 


«4 2a 


ZAD I 8. 


. 25 | 
© very ſmall;' ſaid Zadig.* * She hag 
? lately whelped, ſhe limps on the left 


| © foot, before; and has very long ears. 


—* You have then ſeen her?* faid the 
eunuch, quite out of breath. No,” 
anſwered Zadig, I have never ſeen 
Sher; nor did I know, but by you, 
© that the queen had ſuch a bitch.” 
| Juſt at this time, by one of the ordi- 
ary caprices of fortune, the fineſt 
orſe in the king's ſtables had eſcaped 
from the groom, and got upon the 
lains of Babylon. The principal 
wntſman, and all the inferior officers, 
ran after him with as much concern as 
the firſt eunuch after the bitch. The 
principal huntſman addreſſed himſelf 
to Zadig, and aſked, if he had not 
ſeen the king's horſe run by. No 
© horſe,” replied Zadig, is a better 
© runner; he is five feet high; his 
© hoofs are very ſmall; his tail is 
© about three feet and a half long ; the 
© ſtuds of his bit are of pure gold, 
© about twenty-three carats; and his 
© ſhoes are ſilver.— Which way did 
he run? Where 1s.he?* demanded the 
huntſman. I have never ſeen him,“ 
replied Zadig; nor did I till now 
© ever hear that the king had ſuch a 
* Are. 

The principal huntſman, and the firſt 
eunuch, not doubting but that Zadig 
had ſtole the king's horſe and the 
queen's bitch, immediately cauſed him 
to be conducted before the grand deſ- 
terham, who condemned him to the 
knout, and to be confined for life in 
ſome lonely and remote part of Si- 
beria. Scarce was the ſentence paſſed, 
when the horſe and bitch were found. 
The judges were then under the diſ- 
agreeable neceſſity of reverſing their de- 
ciſion; but they condemned him to 
pay four hundred ounces of gold, for 
Pabin - faid that he had not ſeen what 
he had ſeen. This fine he was obliged 
to depoſit in court: after which he was 
allowed to plead his cauſe before the 
council of the grand defterham ; when 
he ſpoke in thele terms. 

Ve bright ſtars of juſtice, profound 
© abyſs of ſciences, mirrors of truth! 
© who have in you the weight of lead, 
© the, inflexibility of ſteel, the luſtre 
© of the diamond, and the reſemblance 
of the pureſt gold! fince I am per- 
© mitted to ſpeak before this auguſt aſ- 
« ſembly, I Wear by Oroſmades, that 
6. I have never ſeen the queen's illuſ- 
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: trious dog, nor the ſacred horſe of 
; the king of kings. I will, however, 
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be ingenuous enough to declare the 


; truth, and nothing but the truth. 
As I was walking by the fide of the 

thicket, where I afterwards met the 

venerable eunuch, and the moſt il 
c juſtrious huntſman, I ſaw on the ſand 
© the traces of an animal, and eafi] 
« judged they were thoſe of a little 
© dog. The light and long furrows 
impreſſed on ſmall eminences of ſand, 
© between the marks of the paws, made 
me know that it was a bitch, whoſe 
« dugs were hanging down, and that 
© ſhe had therefore lately whelped. As 
I obſerved, likewiſe other traces of 
« a different kind, which ſeemed to 
c have grazed the ſurface of the ſand, 
© on the ſides of the marks of the fore 
feet, I eaſily judged that ſhe had very 
long ears. And as Iremarked, that 
© therewas always a fainter impreſſion, 
© made on the ſand by one foot, than 
* by the three others, I concluded that 
© the bitch of our. auguſt queen was, 
if I may be permitted ſo to ſay, a 
c little lame. ; 

© With reſpe& to the horſe of -the 
5 king of kings, give me leave to in- 
form you, that as I was walking 


© down the lane by the thicket fide, 


© I took particular notice of the prints 
© made upon the fand by a horſe's 
© ſhoes, and found they were all at 
© equal diſtances; from which ob- 
© ſervation, I concluded the horſe gal- 
© loped well. The duſt on the trees, 


in a ſtraight road, ſeven feet wide, 


© was bruſhed off a little both on the 
© right and the left, at three feet and 
* half from the middle of the road: 
* this horſe have I ſaid has a tail 
© three feet and a half long, which by 
it's being whiſked to the right and 
© the'left, ſwept away the duſt. A- 
© gain, I perceived under the trees, 
£ which formed a kind of arbour five 
© feet high, that the leaves were 
s new] 


© therefore judged him to be ſome- 


© what more than five feet high. As 


© to the hits of his bridle, I knew they 
© muſt be gold of twenty-three ca- 
© rats, for To had rubbed the ſtuds 
© againſt a certain ſtone which I knew 
© to be a touch-ſtone, and which I 
Shave tried. To conclude, I have 
a judged, by the marks which his ſhoes 


fallen, and was ſenſible the 
© horſe muſt have ſhook them off; 1 
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«© left on flints of a different kind, that 


© he was ſhod with flver? 


All the judges were aftoniſhed at the 
profound and ſubtle diſcernment of 
Zadig. The news reached even the 


king and ”_ Nothing was ſpoke 


of but Zadig, in the antichambers, in 
the chambers, and in the cabinet: and 
though many of the magi were of opi- 
nion he ought to be burnt as a ſor- 
cerer, the king ordered that the four 
hundred ounces of gold he had been 
obliged to pay, ſhould be reſtored to 
him again. 
officers, then went to his houſe with 


ay formality, to carry him his four 


undred ounces : they kept back only 
three hundred, fourſcore, and eigh- 


teen, for the expences of juſtice; and 


dy of philoſophy, and the conver- 
He had in 


their ſervants demanded their fees. 
Zadig ſaw how dangerous it ſome- 
times is to appear too wiſe z and he 


firmly reſolved, in future, to ſet a 


watch before the door of his lips. 


An opportunity ſoon offered, forthe 
A priſoner of 


trial of his reſolution. 
ſtate having made his eſcape, paſſed un- 
der his window. Zadig was examin- 
ed, but made no anſwer; however, as 
it was proved that he had looked at him 
from his window, he was condemn 

to pay five hundred ounces of gold for 
this crime; and, according to the cuſ- 
tom of Babylon, thank the judges for 
their indulgence, * Good God!” ſaid 
he to himſelf, what a misfortune is 


© it to walk near a wood through Which 


© thequeen's dog and the king's horſe 
© have paſſed! how dangerous is it to 


© look out of a window! and, in a 
© word, how difficult for a man to bo- 


« truly happy in this life l 
CHAP. Iv. 
THE ENVIOUS MAN. 


. Tadig had met with ſuch a 
ſeries of misfortunes, he Ne- 


ſolved to comfort himſelf by the ftu- 


ſation of ſele& friends. 
the ſuburbs .of Babylon a houſe a- 
dorned with much taſte, where he aſ- 
ſembled all the arts and all the plea- 
ſures worthy the attention 'of a 


man. In the morning, his library was 


open to the learned; in the evening, 
kis table was ſurrounded by good com- 


f 


The regiſter and other 


— — 


rr 


— — — 
r E ILSS Y 


— —_—_— CB  — 


—  — — 


— * 9 * Ng * 


: — 


pany: but he ſoon found the danger 
there is in converſing with the ſons of 
ſcience. There aroſe a great diſpute 
on one of the laws of Zoroaſter, which 
forbids the eating of griffins. © How 
© ſhould he prohibit our eating a grif- 
fin,“ ſaid ſome of the company, if 
„this animal has no exiſtence ?'—" It 
4 muſt neceſſarily exiſt,” ſaid the others, 
ſince Zoroaſter will not allow it to be 
eaten. Zadig ſtrove to make them 

=gree, by ſaying, * If, gentlemen, there 
© zre griffins, let us not eat them; if 
there are no ſuch things, we cannot 
© eat them; and thus we ſhall all obey 
© Zoroatter.* 

A learned man, who had compoſed 
thirteen volumes on the properties of 
the griffin, haſted to accuſe Zadig be- 
fore one of the principal magi, named 
Yebor, the moſt foolilh,; and the great- 
eſt bigot of all the Chaldeans. This 
man would haye impaled Zadig to do 
honour to the fun, and when 3 had 
done it, would have recited the breviary 
of Zoroaſter with greater ſatisfa&ion. 
His friend Cador (a friend of more 
value than a hundred magi) went to 
old Yebor, and ſaid to him, Long 
« live the ſun and the. gritfins ! take 
« care of puniſhing Zadig, for he is a 
< ſaiat; he has griffins in his inner 
© court, and does not eat them ; and 
© his accuſer is an heretick, who dares 
© to maintain that rabbits have cloven 
feet, and are not unclean.— Well, 
faid Yebor, ſhaking his bald pate, 
< we muſt impale Zadig for havin 
© ſpoken diſreſpectfully of griffins, — 
the other for having ſpoken contemp- 
© tuouſly of rabbits.“ Cador, how- 
ever, put a ſtop to the affair, by means 
of a maid of honour, by whom he had 
had a child, and who had great credit 
in the college of the mag! ; ſo that 
robody was puniſhed ; whereupon many 
ef the doftors murmured, and pre- 
faged the ruin of Babylon. Zadig 
faid to himſelf, © On what\does happi- 
« neſs depend? I am perſecuted by 
s everything in this world, even on 
account of beings that have no ex- 
« iſtence,” He curſed the ſons of 
learning, and for the future reſolved. to 
Keep noue but good company. He now 
aſſembled at his houſe the moſt worthy 
men in Babylon, and ladies of the 

reateſt beauty ; he gave them delicate 
uppers, frequently preceded. by con- 
'gexrs of muſicy and always animated 


. 


by the moſt engaging converſation, in 
which he carefully avoided the deſire 
of appearing witty z well knowing that 
to be a ſure method of defeating it's 
own end, as well as of ſpoiling the 
moſt agreeable company. Neither the 
choice of his friends, nor that of his 
proviſions, were the reſult. of pride or 
oſtentation. He delighted in appear- 
ing what he was, and not if ſeeming 
what he was not; by which means he 
obtained a far more reſpectable character 
than that which he actually aimed at. 
Oppolite to his houſe dwelt Ari. 
mazes, a perſon puffed up with pride 
who having never been able to obtain 
ſo much ſucceſs in life as he wiſhed 
for, ſought to revenge himſelf by rail- 
ing againſt all mankind. Although 
he was rich, he found it difficult to 
procure flatterers. He was greatly 
provoked at the rattling of the cha- 
riots . which approached the door of 
Zadig ; but was ſtill more aggravated 
by the ſound of his praiſes. He ſome- 
times intruded himſelf fo far as to fit 
down at Zadig's table without any in- 
vitation : and when there, he conſtant- 
ly interrupted the mirth of the com- 
pany; as harpies are ſaid to corrupt 
all the proviſions they touch. 
Arimazes one day intended to give 
an entertainment to a young lady; 
but, inſtead of accepting it, he went 
to ſup at Zadig's. Another time, as 
Zadig and he were converſing toge- 
ther in the palace, a miniſter of ſtate 
came up, and invited Zadig to ſupper, 
but took no notice of Arimazes. The 
moſt implacable hatred has ſeldom a 
more ſolid foundation: This perſon, 
who in Babylon was called the Envi- 
ous Man, reſolved to ruin Zadig, be- 
cauſe he. was uſually diſtinguiſhed by 
the appellation of the Happy Man. An 
opportunity of doing miſchief is found 
an hundred times in a day, but that 
of doing a good office, only once in a 
year; as ſays the wiſe Zoroaſter. 
Arimazes went one day to ſee Zadig, 


ho was walking in his garden with 


two friends and a lady, to whom he 
ſaid abundance of fine things, with- 
out any other intention than the inno- 
cent pleaſure of ſaying them. The 
converſation turned on a war the king 
had juſt happily concluded againſt the 
prince of . Hircania his vaſſal. Zadig, 
who had ſignalized his courage in this 


ſhort ſtruggle, beſtowed great praiſes = 
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being 


the king, but was ſtill more laviſh in 
his compliments to the lady; and tak- 
ing out his pocket- book, inſtantly 
wrote four lines, which he gave her 


to look at. His friends then begged 


to ſee them; but modeſty, or rather a 
juſt degree of ſelf · love, prevented him; 
for he knew that extempore verſes are 
ſeldom good, except in the opinion of 
thoſe in honour of whom they are 
written. He therefore broke in two 
the tablet on which he had been wri- 
ting, and threw both pieces into a 
thicket of roſes, where his friends 
ſought for them in vain. A ſmall 
rain falling preſently after, all the com- 
pany, except Arimazes, returned to 
the houſe. He, however, continued 
in the garden, and ſought till he found 
2 piece of the tablet. It had been 
unfortunately torn in ſuch a manner, 
that each half of a line formed a com- 
pleat ſenſe, and even a verſe in a very 
ſhort meaſure; and, by a chance ſtil] 
more ſtrange, the lines were found to 
contain the moſt injurious reproaches 


againſt the king. They ran thus: 


By crimes of blackeſt dye, 
He's of the throne poſſeſt, 
To peace and liberty, 

The enemy profeſt. 


Arimazes was now happy, for the 
urſt time in his life; ſince he had in 
his hands the means of deſtroying one 
who was worthy and virtuous. Filled 
with a cruel joy, he produced the 
broken tablet which contained this vi- 
rulent ſatire, before the king ; who or- 
dered Zadig to be impriſoned, toge- 
ther with the lady and his two friends. 
His trial was ſoon over, without his 
ſuffered to ſpeak for himſelf. 
When he came to receive his ſentence, 
the envious man threw himſelf in his 
way, and told him aloud, that his 
verſes were of no value. Zadig was 
but little diſpleaſed at being thought 
a bad poet, but he could not bear the 
reflection of being condemned for high 
treaſon, and conſidering that a beauti- 
ful lady, and two of his friends, were 
detained in priſon for a crime of which 
they were entirely innocent. He was 
not permitted to ſpeak, becauſe his 
writing ſpoke ; ſuch were the laws of 


Babylon! They obliged him there- 
fore to 
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o to puniſhment through a 


crowd of ſpectators, brought together 


by their curioſity, none of whom durſt 
appear to pity him: they threw them- 


ſelves before him to examine his coun- ; 


tenance, and to ſee if he acted with 
a becoming fortitude. His relations 
were, indeed, the only real mourners; 
for they could not inherit his eſtate. 
Three parts of his ſubſtance were con- 
fiſcated to the king's uſe, and the other 
was given to Arimazes. | | 
— Juſt as Zadig was preparing himſelf 


for death, the king's parrot flew from 


her cage, and alighted on a roſe-buſh 
in the garden of Zadig. A peach had 
been Friven thither by the wind from 
a neighbouring tree, and was fallen on 
a 8 of the tablet, to which it ſtuck ; 
when the bird carried it away, and 
alighted on the monarch's knee. The 


king, ſeized with curioſity, read 


the words on the broken tablet, which 
formed not any meaning, but appeared 
to be the endings of a verſe. He was 
a great admirer of poetry; and there 
is always ſome relief to be expected, 
when a prince is a friend to the muſes « 
the adventure of his parrot made 
him thoughtful. The queen, who 

erfectly well remembered what had 

een written on the piece of Zadig's 
ocket-book, es, that part to be 
acer ke They examined the two 
pieces together, which perfectly fitted 
each other; and then read the verſe 
as Zadig had wrote it. 


By crimes of blackeſt dye, I've ſeen the. 
earth made hell ; 

He's of the throne poſſeſt, who all theip 
power can quell. 

To peace and liberty, love now's the only foe, 

The enemy profeft of mortals here below. 


Upon this the king ordered Zadig to 
be inſtantly brought before him, and 
his two friends and the lady to be im- 
mediately releaſed from their con- 
finement. 


ged pardon for having made an ill vere” 


He ſpoke, indeed, with ſuch a be- 


coming grace, and with ſo muth mo- 
deſty and good ſenſe, that the king 
and queen deſired to fee him again; 
when they gave him all the wealth of 
Arimazes, by whom he had been fo 
unjuſtly accuſed; 
rouſl 
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Zadig proftrated himſelf - 
with his face to the earth before the 
king and queen, and moſt humbly beg- 


but Zadig gene- 
reſtored him back the whole of . 
his fortune. Arimazes, however, felt 
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no other ſenſation, than the pleaſure 
which aroſe from his not having loſt 
his fabſtance. The king's eſteem for 


. Zadig increaſed from day to day ; he 


made him ſhare in all his pleaſures, 
and conſulted him in all his affairs. 


The queen from that time ſhewed him 


ſo much reſpe&, and ſpoke to him in 


ſuch ſoft and b er terms, that it 


ſeemed to threaten much danger to her- 


ſelf, her royal conſort, to Zadig, and 


to the kingdom. Zadig now began to 
believe, that the attainment of happi- 
neſs was not fo difficult as he had 
formerly imagined. | 


QC H A P. V. ; 
"_ PHE FORCE OF GENEROSITY. 


HE time now arrived for cele- 
| brating a great feaſt, held once 
in five years. It was a cuſtom in 
Babylon, ſolemnly to declare, at the 
end of this period, whichiof the citi- 
zens had done the moſt generous action. 
The grandees and magi always ſat as 
Judges on this occaſion ; and the firſt 

atrape, who had the care of the city, 
made known the moſt noble actions 
that had paſſed under his government. 
They proceeded by votes, and the king 
Himſelf, pronounced. the judgment. 
Perſons of all ranks and degrees came 
to this ſolemnity from the moſt remote 
parts of the kingdom. The ſucceſs- 
ful perſon received from the hands of 
the monarch a gold cup, adorned with 
precious ſtones; and the king ſaid 
theſe words: Receive this reward of 
your generoſity, and may the gods 
grant me many thouſands of ſuch 


valuable ſubjects. 


On this memorable day, when the 


king appeared on his throne, ſur- 
_— by his grandees, the magi, 


and the deputies of all the ſurround- 


ing nations who came to theſe games, 


where glory was acquired, not by the 


ſwiftnels of horſes, nor by ſtrength 
and activity of body, but by virtue; 
the pvincipal ſatrape reported, with a 


loud voice, ſuch noble acts as might 


ſeem to entitle their authors to this in- 
eſtimable reward: but never mentioned 


the greatneſs of ſoul with which Za- 
dig had reſtored' to the envious man 
the poſſeſſion of his fortune; this was 


not an action that deſerved to diſpute 
dhe prize. | 


ZADIG. 
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He firſt preſented a judge, who hay« 
ing made a citizen loſe a conſiderable 
cauſe, by a miſtake for which he was 


no "I reſ ponſible, had made reſtitution 


out of his own private fortune. 

He next produced a young man, who 
being deſperately in love with a dam- 
ſel he was going to marry, yielded 
her up to his friend, whoſe paſſion for 
her had almoſt brought him to his 

rave, and on parting with the dam- 
el gave alſo a portion with her. 

He N produced a ſoldier, 
who in the wars of Hircania had fur- 
niſhed a ſtill greater example of gene- 
roſity. The enemy had taken from 
him his miſtreſs; but while he was 
highting in her defence, he was inform- 
ed that other Hircanians, at ſome pa- 
ces diſtant, were carrying away his mo- 
ther : he then quitted his miftreſs with 
tears, and ran to deliver liis parent. 
At length he returned to her he loved, 
and found her 1708 expiring upon 

er 


which he reſolved to die with her, and 


. was about to plunge a dagger in his own 


breaſt; but his mother remonſtrating, 
that ſhe had no other e nor pro- 
tection but him, he had the courage to 
reſolve to live. 

The judges ſeemed diſpoſed to de · 
clare in favour of the ſoldier, when the 
king ſpoke thus: This action, and 
* thoſe of the others, are truly great; 
but they do not fill me with ſurprize. 
© Zadig yeſterday performed one that 
© has raiſed my aſtoniſhment. I had 
for ſome days diſgraced Coreb, my 
© prime-miniſter and favourite. I com- 
© plained of his conduct in violent and 
. 25086 terms; when all my courtiers 
© aſſured me that I was too mild, and 
© loaded him with the moſt reproach- 
ful invectives. I aſked Zadig his 
© opinion of Coreb, and he dared to give 
him the nobleſt of characters. I muſt 
« qwn, that I have ſeen in our hiſto- 
« ries, examples of perſons who have 
paid their own fortunes, to atone for 
an errorz of thoſe who reſigned a 
miſtreſs; and who have preferred 
a mother to a woman tenderly be- 
loved; but never have I read of a 
courtier who has ſpoken favourably 
of a fallen miniſter, the object of his 
ſovereign's anger. I give to each 
of thoſe, whoſe generous actions have 
been juſt recited, twenty thouſand 
pieces of gold, but the cup I give to 


Zadig. 0 king p 


taken. 
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dom. 


. 1s O king * ſaid Zadig,: it is your 
* majeſty alone who deſerves, the cup; 
you alone have acted in the moſt no- 
„ble and uncommon manner; fince 
you, Who are ſo great a king, was 
not offended at your ſlave, when he 
© oppoſe your paſſion, The whole 
aſſembly gazed with admiration both 
on the king and Zadig. The judge 
who had generouſly atoned his error, 
the lover who had reſigned his miſ- 
treſs to his friend, the ſoldier who 
had preferred the ſafety of his mo- 
ther to that of his miſtreſs, received 
the monarch's preſents, and ſaw their 
names written in the bock of gene- 
rous actions: Zadig had the cup; 
and the king acquired the reputation 
of a 
long enjoy. This day was celebra- 
ted by feaſts which continued longer 
than the law preſcribed; tragedies 
were repreſented, that made the audi- 
ence burſt into tears; and comedies 
that excited laughter; both of which 


were very unuſual in Babylon; and 


the memory thereof is ſtill. preſerved in 
Aſia. Now, ſaid Zadig, I am 


at length compleatly happy“ He 


was, however, moſt egregiouſly miſ- 
THE JUST JUDGB. 


Zadig's youth, 
ed ſupreme judge 


he was eſtabl 


of all the tribunals throughout the em- 
pire. He diſcharged this office, as a 


man whom God had endued with the 
ſtricteſt juſtice, and the moſt ſolid wiſ- 
It was from him the ſurround- 
ing nations received this grand princi- 
le: that it is much better to run the 
azard of ſparing the guilty, than be 
liable to condemn the innocent. And 
it was his firm opinion, that the laws 
were intended to honour thoſe who 
did well, as much as to be a terror to 
the wicked. His principal talent con- 
ſiſted in diſcovering truth, which moſt 
men ſeek: to obſcuxe. On the firſt day 
of his adminiftration, he exerted this 
culiar talent. A rich merchant of 


Babylon died in the Indies, who had 


made his two ſons joint heirs, as ſoon 
as they ſnould diſpoſe of their ſiſter in 


marriage z and morcover, left a legacy 
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good prince, which he did not 


had promi 
two magi; and after havin 


her. I will take him for my 


before him, 
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of thirty thouſand pieces of gold, to 
that ſon who ſhould be 3 
loved him beſt. The eldeſt erected a 
ſuperh monument to his memory; the 
ſecond increaſed his ſiſter's portion, 
by giving her a part of his inheritance. 
Upon which every body ſaid that / 
t 


eldeſt beſt loved his father, and 


youngeſt his ſiſter ; and that therefore 
the thirty thouſand pieces ought to be 


given, the eldeſt. 0 
he cauſe came before Zadig, who 
examined them a 


To the eldeſt 
he ſaid, Your, tather is not yet dead, 


he is cured. of his illneſs, and is on 


* bis return to Babylon. God be 


+, praiſed l' replied the young man; 


© but his tomb coſt me .a_conhderable 


„ ſum.” Zadig afterwards ſaid the 
ſame to the youngeſt; who immediately 
replied, .* God be praiſed1_ I will go 
and reſtore to my father all I have; 


© but Ljhope he will not inſiſt ups 
hat I have given my ſiſter. Wa 
© ſhall reſtore nothing, ſaid Zadig, 
© and , ſhall have the thirty thouſand 
C Ps: you are the man who beſt 
© loves his father. h, 
A.young lady who was, very ric 

g Fd herſelf in 8 to 
for ſome 
months received inſtructions from both, 
diſcovered herſelf to be with child. 
Each of them was deſirous of ma 1 
band, ſaid ſhe, © who has put me 
© in a condition to give a citizen to 
© my. country.'—* It is I, Madam, 
© whohaveanſwered that valuable end, 
ſaid the one; It is I who have had this 


advantage, ſaid the other. Well, 


replied ſhe, © I will acknowledge for 
« the infant's father, him who can 
« give it the beſt education. In a 
ſhort time after, ſhe was delivered of a 


fon. Each of them inſiſted on being 
it's tutor, and the cauſe was brought 


before Zadig. When the magi came 

15 ſaid to the firſt, What 
© will you teach your pupil? —“ I will 
teach him, replied the doctor, the 
eight parts of ſpeech, logic, aſtrolo- 
* gy, and magick; what 1s gon 
© ſubſtance and accident, the abſt 


and the concrete, &c. &c.” When 


the ſecond was aſked the ſame queſtion, 

I will do my utmoſt, ſaid be, to 
make him an honeſt man, and to ren- 
+ der him worthy of having man 


© 


friends. e God cre , | 
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Complaints every day reached court 


repeated: 


. 
* 


againſt the itimadoulet of Media, 
«whoſe name was Irax. 
ſon of great rank and fortune, and na- 
turalh 

but 4 


He was a per- 


poſſeſſed of a good diſpofition ; 
ad corrupted his mind, and 
ſquandered away great part of his eſ- 


tate, in the conſtant purſuit of vain 


and expenſive pleaſures. He ſeldom 


permitted an inferior to ſpeak to him, 
and no perfon whatever dared to op- 
poſe his will. He was as vain as the pea- 
cock, as voluptuous as the pigeon, and 


as fluggiſh and inactive as the tortoiſe. 


In ſhort, he made falſe glory, and 
falſe pleafures, his only purſuits. 


Zadig undertook his cure: he ac- 


cordingly ſent him, in the king's name, 
à maſter of muſic, with twelve fingers 
and twenty-four muſicians; and a 


ſteward of the houſe, with ſix cooks 
and four chamberlains, who were ne- 


ver to quit his preſence. The king's 


order was, that the following particu- 
lars ſhould be inviolably obſerved, and 
thus the buſineſs proceeded. | 


The firſt morning, as. ſoon as the 
voluptuous Irax awaked, the muſic- 


© maſter entered, followed by the vocal 
and inftrumental muſicians, who per- 


formed a cantata that laſted two hours 
and three minutes; in which the fol- 


lowing lines were every three minutes 


In vain our ferble pow'rs we raiſe, 


To fing your valour, wiſdom, worth 


Far, far beyond all human praiſe, 


— 


© 
2 


* 


Thy virtues ſoar, moſt bleſt on earth. 


When the cantata was ended, a 
ohamberlain made an oration” three 
quarters of an hour long, in which he 
particularly praiſed him for all the 

d qualitities he wanted. The ſpeech 
ing ended, they conducted him to 
table by the found of inſtruments. 
The dinner laſted three hours, before 


he condefcended to ſpeak : as ſoon as 


he opened his mouth for that purpoſe, 
the firſt chamberlain ſaid he * in the 


right; ſcarce had he pronounced four 


- words, when the ſecond chamberlain 
- cried, © Sir, yon are perfectly right.” 


The other two chamberlains employed 
themſelves in laughing hearnly at ev 
ſmart thing Irax had faid, or ſeemed 


ZABSIG 


Werber you are the father er not, praiſes of his wit, After di 
N vou ſhall marry the mother.” 


envenomed tooth. 


nner, the 
adulating chorus was repeated. | 
The firſt day Trax was in ra 


tures, and he thought the King of 
kings paid a proper attention to his 
merit; the ſecond ſeemed leſs agree- 
able; the third was ſomewhat trou- 
bleſome; the fourth inſup ble; 
and the fifth tormenting. In ſhort, 
diſturbed at hearing them always ſing- 


ing, In vain our feeble pow'rs we 
© raife,* with hearing them continual- 


ly ſay he was in the right, and at being 


| harangued every day at the ſame hour, 
he wrote to court to beſeech the kin 
to recal his chamberlains, his muſicf- 


ans, his ſtewards of the houſhold, and 


his cooks ; and promiſed in the moſt 


ſubmiſſive manner, to be leſs vain, and 
apply himſelf more cloſely to buſineſs. 
From this time he grew leſs fond of 
adulation, and had fewer feaſts, though 
he was yet more happy ; for, as it is 
faid by Sadder, Always pleaſure, is 
© no pleaſure.” Rl 
Scarce a day paſſed wherein Zadig 
did not exhibit ſome freſh proof of 
his amazing era and extreme 
goodneſs ef heart; he was adored by 


the people, and beloved by the king: 


even the firſt misfortunes of his hfe 
ſerved to augment his preſent felicity. 
Every night, however, he had a dream 
which filled him with uneaſineſs. He 
imagined that he laid himſelf down on 
a heap of x2 herbs, among which 
there were prickly ones that greatly in- 
commoded him; and that afterwarde 
he repoſed himſelf in the ſofteſt man- 


ner on a bed of roſes, from whenee 


there proceeded a ſerpent, which wound- 
ed him to the — with it's ſharp and 
Alas ' ſaid he, 
© I have long laid on theſe dry and 


- © prickly herbs; I am now on the 
« bed Por a bu 


t what ſhall be the 


7 ſerpent ?* | 
| CHAP. ; VII. 
THE ronxcx or JEALOUSY. 


EE: misfortunes of Zadig * 
ceeded in a great meaſure from 


his preferment, but more particular] 

from his merit. He every day converſ- 
ed with the king and his auguſt con- 
ſort; and the charmsof his converſation 


willing to lay, and were laviſh in their Wert redoubled, by that defirg of pleaſ- 
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| Z A 
ing, which is to the mind what dreſs 
is to beauty. The youth and graceful 
deportment of Zadig had a much great- 
er influence on Aſtarte than ſhe readily 
ived:: and her boſom continually 
nouriſhed an affection of which ſhe 
was by no means conſcious. She 
freely, and without ſcruple, indul 
the pleaſure of ſeeing and converſing 
with a man who was not only dear to 
her huſband, but to the whole empire. 
She was continually ſpeaking in his 
praiſe to the king; and he was the 
whole ſubject of her converſation 
among her women, whoſe eulogiums 
of him even exceeded her own. In 
ſhort, every thing ſerved to fink into 
the heart of Aſtarte, the arrow which 
to her was imperceptible. She made 


preſents to Zadig, in which there was. 
more of gallantry than ſhe imagined; - 
ſhe thaught only of ſpeaking to him, 
like a queen ex- with his ſervices, 


but her expreiſions did not unfrequent- 
ly reſemble thoſe of a woman in love. 


Aſtarte was far more beautiful than 
Semira, who had ſuch a hatred for 


one-eyed men; or his late affectionate 
ſpouſe, who had been willing to cut 
off his nole. The pleaſing familiarity 
of Aſtarte; her tender expreſſions, 
which ſometimes crimſoned her cheeks ; 
and the delicate glances of her eyes, 
which in ſpite of” herſelf were conti- 
nually fixed upon his; all conſpired 
to li be up a fire in the heart of Zadig, 


at which he was himſelf amazed. e 


endeayoured to extinguiſh it, by callin 
to his aſſiſtance that philoſophy whic 


had hitherto been his ſupport; but 
drew nothing from this ſource, but 


empty knowledge, without any real 
conlolation. 
Duty, 8 and violated ma- 
jelty, preſented themſelves to his mind 
avenging deities z he ſtruggled 
bravely with his paſſions, and at length 
ined the e this conqueſt, 
wever, which he was obliged every 
moment to re- obtain, coſt him many 


 fighs and tears. He now durſt not 


uy to the queen with that delight- 
freedom which had before proved 
but too agreeable to them ; his 
eyes were veiled with a miſt; his diſ- 


_ cqurſe was unconnected, and had the 


appearance of conſtraint; he endea- 
voured to look another way, that he 
might not behold the queen; and when, 


n to his wiſhes, his eyes met 
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thoſe of Aſtarte, he found that bee. 


though | bathed in tears, were capable 
of darting forth arrows of flame : they 
ſeemed; in ſhort, ſilently to intimate, 
that they were afraid of being in love 
with each other; and that both burned 
with a fire which both condemned. 
Zadig left her preſence with a mind 
unſettled and — and his heart 
was oppreſſed with a burden too : 
for him to bear. Amidſt the violence 
of his agitations, he diſcloſed to Cador 
the ſecrets of his heart, juſt as a man, 
who having long ſupported the fits of 
a violent diſeaſe, makes his anguiſh 
known by a cry which it's redoubled 


ſharpneſs forces from him, and by the 


cold ſweats which hang on his brow, 
II have already diſcovered,” ſaid 
Cador, * the ſenſations you would fain 
© have concealed from yourſelf; the 
< paſſions ſhew themſelves by ſigns 
« which will not ſuffer us to be miſe 
© taken. Judge, my dear Zadig, ſince 
I have read your » whether the 
king will not diſcover a ſenſation ſo 
* offenſive to him. He has no other 
© fault, than that of being the moſt 
c 2 of 5 Vou _ - 
* our paſſion wi ater ſtren 
6 than or will kat her's, 
not only becauſe you are a philoſo- 
© pher, but becauſe you are Zadig. 
© Aftarte is a woman; and ſuffers her 
© looks to ſpeak with the more impru- 
© dence, as ſhe does not believe herſelf 
to be yet guilty. Conſcious of the 
innocency of her heart, ſhe is b 
much too unguarded. I tremble for 
her, becauſe ſhe hath nothing wick 
which to reproach herſelf. Were 
© you both agreed, you might deceive 
© the whole world: a ribng paſſion, 
« which is ſmothered, breaks out into 
© a flame z but love, when once grati- 
© fied, knows how to canceal itſelf 
« with art.” Zadig ſhuddered at the 
propoſal of violating the bed of his 
royal benefactor; nor was there ever 
a more faithful ſubject, though guilty 
of this involuntary crime. The queen, 
however, ſo often pronounced the name 
of Zadig, with her face covered with 
bluſhes; ſhe was ſometimes fo ani- 
mated, at others ſo much dejected, 
when the ſpoke of him in the preſence 
of her huſband, and was ſeized with | 
ſo deep a thoughtfulneſs when he was 
abſent, that the ing became extremely 
pneaſy, He believed all that he ſaw, and 
"WY imagined 
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| imagined all thathe did not fee; He 
more particularly remarked that the 


; care 


ueen's fandals were blue, and that 


were terrible prognofticks for a prince 
of his delicacy to reflect on. In a 


mind ſo diſtempered as his, ſuſpicions - 


became as facts. 
The flaves of kings and queens are 
ſo many ſpies over their hearts. It 


was foon diſcovered by them, that 


Aſtarte was tender, and Moabdar 
1 Arimazius had not corrected 
is envious diſpoſition; for flints never 


ſoften, and venomous animals always 


preſerve their poiſon. This wretch 
ſent an anonymous letter to Moabdar ; 
the infamous recourſe of a ſordid mind, 
and which is always the object of con- 
tempt, but at this time had the in- 
tended effect, becauſe it ſeconded the 


fatal ſentiments that poſſeſſed the 


prince's heart. In ſhort, he no longer 
thought of any thing beſides the man- 
ner of his revenge. He one night re- 
ſolved to poiſon the queen, and to make 


Tadig die by the bow-ſtring ; his re- 


venge was to be executed at break of 


day, and the order was given to a 
mercileſs eunuch, the read 
tioner of his vengeance. There was, 
at this time, a little dwarf in the king's 


execu- 


chamber, who was dumb, but not deaf. 


He was ſuffered to go where he pleaſed; 


and was a witneſs of whatever paſſed 


in ſecret, without being more ſuſpected 


than any domeſtie animal. This little 
dwarf had an extraordinary affection 
both for the queen and Zadig. He 
heard with equal horror and ſurprize, 
the orders given for their death; but 
How to prevent thofe orders from being 

t in execution, as the time was ſo 

ort, was his principal concern. It 
is true he could not write, but then 


he had learned to draw, and knew how 


to form a reſemblance. - Accordingly 


be ſpent part of the night in delineat- 
ing on a piece of paper what he. 


wiſhed to inform the queen, - His de- 
ſign repreſented the king agitated with 
fury, who ftood in a corner of 'the 


picture, giving orders to his eunuch; 
à bo- ſtring and a cup were placed on 


a table; and in the midſt of the picture 
was the queen _— in-the arms of 
her women, and Zadig ſtrangled at her 
feet. In the horizon be repreſented a 
„ 8 | 


of day 
thoſe of Zadig were of the ſame colour; 
tiatherribbands were yellow; and that 
Zadig's turban was alſo yellow: Theſe 


Z A DIG. . 


riſing ſun, to fhew-that | this horrible 
execution was to be performed by break 
As ſoon as he had finiſhed 
this piece, he ran to one of Aſtarte's 
women, awaked her, and made her 
underſtand that ſhe was that very in- 
ſtant to c it to the queen. 


In the middle of the night there was 


a knocking at Zadig's door; he was 


, awaked, anda note preſented him from 


the queen; he doubted whether he was 
not in a dream, and opened the letter 
with a trembling hand: but what was 
his ſurprize, and who can expreſs his 
conſternation and deſpair, when he read 
theſe words! Fly, dear Zadig, at 
© this very inſtant, in which they are 
6 going to take away your life, Fly, 
I conjure you, in the name of that 
< fatal paſſion with which I have long 
< ſtruggled, and which I at laſt con- 
© feſs, when on the point of expiating 
© it by my death. Although I am not 
© conſcious of having committed any 


© crime, I find that I am doomed to 


« (ufferas a traitor.” 

Tadig had ſcarce power to ſpeak. 
He ordered his friend Cador to be call- 
ed, and gave him the paper without 
uttering a word. Cador preſſed him 
to obey the contents, and immediately 
take the road to Memphis. If you 
ſhould dare goin ſearch of the queen, 
ſaid he, © you will haſten her death; 
if you ſhould ſpeak to the king, you 
will infallibly ruin her. Iwill my- 


which threatens her, it will be ſuſh- 
cient for you to provide for your own 
ſafety. It ſhall be inſtantly ſpread 
abroad, that you are gone to the In- 
dies; and as ſoon as the purſuit of 
you ſhall be given up, I will follow 
© after, and inform you of every oc- 
© -currence.” at? | 


Cador immediately ordered two of 


the ſwifteſt dromedaries to be ready at 


one of the private doors of the palace, 


and made Zadig mount that which 
was to carry him, though he was ſcarce 
able to ſit up. He had but one truſty 
fervant to attend him; and Cador, 
overwhelmed with grief, in a fe mo- 
ments loſt ſight of his friend. 

This illuſtrious fugitive having 
reached the ſummit of à hill, from 
whence he might take a view of Baby- 
lon, turned his eyes towards the queen's 
palace, and immediately fainted away: 
when he recovered his-ſenies, his 8 
were 


* 


ſelf endeavour to avert the ſtroke 


— 
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wiſhed-for death. At length, having 
employed his thoughts in contempla- 
ting the deplorable fate of the moſt 


amiable woman and greateſt queen up- 
on earth, he for a moment turned his 


views on himſelf, and exclaimed, 
c What, then, is human life! O vir- 
«© tue, virtue! what haſt thou availed 
me! I have been baſely betrayed by 
two females; yet a third, who is in- 
« nocent, and ten thouſand times more 
lovely, is on the point of being mur- 
« dered for her partiality to me. What- 
ever good I have done, has been to 
me a conſtant ſource of diſappoint- 
ment and miſery :» I have been only 
« raiſed to the height of grandeur, that 
« my fall might be the greater down 
the horrible precipice of misfortune. 
© Had I been as wicked and abandoned 
c as others, I ſhould, like them, have 
© been ha 
by theſe fatal reflections, his eyes cover - 
ed with the veil of grief, the paleneſs 
of death on his countenance, and his 
ſoul plunged in the blackeſt deſpair, he 
continued his journey towards Egypt. 


q HAP. VIII. 
THE WIFE BEATEN. 


ADIG directed his courſe by 

the ſtars. The conſtellation O- 
rion, and the ſhining dog-ſtar, guided 
him towards the pole of Canopæa. He 
reflected with admiration on thofe vaſt 
globes of light which appear to our 
eyes no more than taint parks, while 
the earth, which in reality is but an 
imperceptible point in nature, ſeems 
10 our fond imaginations far more 
great and noble. He then reflected 
on the whole race of mankind, and 
conſidered them, truly, as inſects that 
devour each other, on an atom of 
earth. This idea ſeemed greatly to 
alleviate his misfortunes, by making 
him retrace the nothingneſs of his own 
being, and even that-ofiBabylon. His 
capacious ſoul now ſoared into infinity, 
and contemplated, while detached from 
her earthly partner, the immutable 
order of the univerſe. But the moment 
he returned ito himſelf, and again 
ſearched into his own heart, he began 
to conſider that Aſtarte might poſſibly 
have died for him; the univerſe vaniſh. 


* 


y With a mind agitated 
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| were bathed with tears, and he ea 


ed from his fight; and he beheld no- 
thing throughout all nature; but A. 
tarte dying, and Zadig unfortunate. 
As he gave himſelf up to this flux and 
reflux of ſublime philoſophy and diſ-. 
treſſing ſorrow, he inſenſibly arrived on 
the frontiers of Egypt; and his faith- 
ful attendant was . in the firſt 
hamlet, ſeeking a lodging. Zadig, 
in the mean time, approached the ſur- 
rounding gardens; when he ſaw, at a 
ſmall diſtance from the highway, a 
woman in tears, calling heaven and 
earth to her aſſiſtance, and a man in a 
violent xage purſuing after her. He 
now. came up with her, and ſhe -fell 
proſtrate before him, imploring his 
forgiveneſs, but he gave her only blows ' 


and reproaches. By the violence of the 


Egyptian, and the reiterated entreaties 
for pardon uttered by the lady, Zadig 
judged that the one was jealous, and the 


.other unfaithful. But when he beheld 


the exquiſite beauty of the woman, and 
conſidered that ſhe bore ſome little re- 
ſemblance to the unhappy Aſtarte, he 
felt himſelf filled with compaſſion for 
her, and horror for the Egyptian. 
For Heaven's ſake, Sir, aſſiſt me!* 
cried ſhe to Zadig, with the deepeſt 
ſighs; © deliver me from the hands of 
© the moſt barbarous man living: fave 
© me; ſave my life!” At theſe cries, 
Zadig ran to throw himſelf between the 
lady and. this barbarian; and, as he 
had ſome knowledge of the Egyptian 
language, ſaid to him in that tongue, 
Dear Sir, if you have any humanityy 
© let me beg you to pay ſome m__ 
© to her beauty and weakneſs z how 
© can you be ſo enraged at the maſter- 
piece of nature, who lies at your 
feet, and has no defence but her 
tears. Ah, ha!* cried the jealous 
man, you are, I ſuppoſe, one of 
her admirers, and I will be revenged 
on you this moment. 80 ſaying, he 
left the lady, whom he had before held 
by her hair, and taking his lance, at- 
tempted to wound the ſtranger. Za- 
dig, however, who was in cool blood, 
eaſily avoided the blow aimed by the 
enraged Egyptian, and ſeized the lanee 
near the point. One ſtrove to draw it 
back, the other to wreſt it from aim; 
and, in the ſcuffle, it broke in their 
hands. The Egyptian then drew his 
ſabre, and Zadig arming himſelf with 
his, they attacked each other. This 
gave a hundred precipuate blows; that 


warded 
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_ -warded them off with addreſs. Mean- 


while the lady fat on the ground, ad- 


Juſting her head-dreſs, and looking at 


the combatants. The Egyptian was 


more robuſt than his adverſary, but 


Zadig was the moſt expert. This ated 
like a perſon whoſe arm was conducted 
by his judgment, that like a man whoſe 

ſon made him fightat random. In 
— Zadig ſoon cloſed, and diſarm. 
ed him; and while the Egyptian be- 


came more. furious, and attempted to 


throw himſelf upon him, he laid faſt 
hold of him, preſſed him cloſe, threw 
him down, and holding his ſword to 
his breaſt, offered him his life. The 
Egyptian, fired with rage, drew his 
poignard, and wounded the conqueror 
at the very inſtant he granted him his 
pardon upon which, Zadig inſtantly 

lunged his ſabre into his boſom, and 
the Egyptian, with an horrible cry, 
gave up the er Zadig then ad- 
vanced towards the lady, and ſaid, 
\with a ſubmiſhve voice, He has forced 
© me to kill him; I have revenged 


© your cauſe; and you are now de- 


<.-Jivered from the moſt furious man I 
© have ever ſeen: what more would 


you have me do for you ?'— Die, 


© villain!” ſhe eee, J would have 
© you die: you have killed my lover, 
© and I'wiſh I was able to tear out 
6 _ cruel heart. You had, in- 

eed, a ftrange kind of lover, re- 
ied Zadig : © be beat you with all 
his ſtrength ; and would have taken 


away my life, becauſe you intreated 


© me to aſſiſt you.'— I wiſh he had 
4 beat me ſtill, replied the lady, * 


0 ws bitterly ;_ © I well deſerved it, for 


had made him jealous. Would to 


© Heaven he was nowSeating me, and 


« that you was in his ſituation !' Za- 
dig, more ſurprized and angry than he 
had ever been in his life, ſaid, Ma- 


dam, notwithſtanding your beauty, 
you deferve that I ſhould beat you in 


© my turn; but I diſdain to concern 
« myſelf farther about you.” Upon 
this he remounted his dromedary, and 
advanced towards the town. Scarce 
had he began to ſet forward, when he 


turned back at the noiſe made by four 


couriers of Babylon, who came riding 


full ſpeed. One of them ſeeing the 


woman, cried, It is ſhe herſelf ; ſhe 
© anſwers the deſcription given us. 
They took no notice of the dead man, 
but immediately ſciacd the lady; who 


'© he was cruelly 
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inceſſantly cried out to Zadig, © Help 
me once more, generous ſtranger; 
© deliver me from theſe rufftans; 1 
* humbly beg pardon for my late un- 
© grateful behaviour; help me, and [ 
will be yours for ever.” Zadig, 
however, had now no inclination to 
fight in her defence. Apply to ſome 
© other for aſſiſtance, replied he, you 
© ſhall not again make me the dupe 
of your artifice. Indeed, Zadig's 
wound bled ſo faſt, that he had him- 
ſelf need of aſſiſtance; and the fight 
of four Babylonians, probably from 
King Moahdar, gave him much con- 
cern. He therefore haſted towards 
the town, at a loſs to conceive why 
four couriers from Babylon ſhould 
take this Egyptian woman, but till 
more puzzled to account for her very 
ſtrange behaviour. 


\ 
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C HAP. IX. 
© SLAVERY. 


TOS moment Zadig entered the 
place, he was ſurrounded by the 
people. Every one ſaid, © This is the 
© man. who carried away the beauti- 
ful Miſſouf, and aſſaſſinated Cleto- 
fis.“ God preſerve me, ſaid he, 
from ever carrying away your beau- 
« tiful Miſſouf ; ſhe is too capricious 
© for me: and as to Cletofis, I have 
© not aſſaſſinated him; I have only 
© killed him in my own defence. He 
© endeavoured to take away my life, 
© becauſe I be him ta ſhew ſome 
© mercy to the lovely Miſſouf, whom 
beating. I am 2 
«© ſtranger, fled hither for ſhelter, and 
© there is but little like lihood, that on 
© coming to entreat your protection, I 
© ſhould begin with 2 away a 
© lady, and aſſaſſinating her lover.” 
The Egyptians, at that time, were 
juſt and humane. The people con- 
duced Tadig to a houſe in the town; 
and havin Srefſed his wound, he and 
his domeſtic were examined apart, in 
order to diſcover the truth. They 
acquitted Zadig of the crime of wil- 
ful murder; but as he had been guilty 
of taking away the life of a man, 
though in his own defence, the law 
condemned him to be a flave. His 
two dromedaries were immediately ſold 
for the benefit of the town; they di- 


- 


he had brought; and his perſon was 
expoſed to ſale in the market - place, 


together with that of his ſervant. They 


were bought by an Arabian merchant, 
named Setoc; and the ſervant being 
beſt adapted for fatigue, was ſold at a 
much higher price than his maſter : 
indeed, there was no compariſon be- 
tween them. Zadig was therefore 4 
flave ſubordinate to his ſervant; they 
were linked together by a chain faſten- 
ed to their feet, and in this condition 
they followed the Arabian merchant. 
Zadig, in the mean time, comforted 


his companion; exhorted him to pati- 


ence.z and, according to his uſual cuſ- 
torn, made reflections on human life. 
I ſee,” (aid he, that the unhappineſs 
of my deſtiny has an effect on yours. 
Every thing in which I have had any 
© concern, has hitherto been ſtrangely 
conducted. I have been condemned 
to pay a fine for having ſeen the 
« traces left by the feet of a dog; I 
© have ſuffered the fear of being im- 
© paled on account of a griffin; I have 
6 beck ſent to execution for making 
« verſes in praiſe of the king; I have 
© been on the point of being ſtrangled, 
* becauſe the queen hath ſpoke to me 
* with mildneſs, and here am I a ſlave 
© with you, becauſe a brutiſh fellow 
© has beat his miſtreſs. Let us, 


© however, be chearful, and not loſe 


* our courage; all this perhaps will 
© have an end. If it be neceſfary for 
the Arabian merchants to have ſlaves, 
* why ſhould nor I be one, as well as 
© another,” ſince I am alſo a man? 
Probably, this merchant will not 


© be void of pity it is requiſite for 


© him to treat his ſlaves well, if he 
* would reap much advantage from 
them. This was the form of his 
words, but his thoughts were wholly 
_— about the tate of the queen 
of Babylon. . 

Two days after, the merchant ſet 
out for Arabia Deſerta, with his ſlaves 
and camels, His tribe dwelt near the 
deſart of Oreb, and the way was lo 
and painful. Setoc, while on the road, 
ſet more value on the ſervant than the 
maſter, becauſe the firſt was more ex- 
pert in loading his camels; and all 
the little marks of diſtinction were in 


dis favour, A camel happening to die 


within two days journey of Oreb, his 
burden was Anale nad placed on the 
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vided among the inhabitants the gold 


backs of his ſlaves. Setoc ſmiled at 
ſeeing them walk ſtooping forward 3 
and Zadig took the liberty of explain- 
ing the cauſe, by informing him of the 
laws of the balance. The merchant 
aſtoniſhed at his philoſophical diſ- 
courſe, began now to look upon him 
with a very different eye; and Zadig, 
finding that he had excited his curi- 
oſity, redoubled it, by informing him 
of many things not foreign to com- 
merce; the ſpecific gravity of metals, 
and other — ns of „ kinds 
under an equal bulk; ies 
of ſeveral uſeful animals, 2 
means of rendering thoſe that were 
not ſo fit for ſervice. In ſhort, he ap- 

to Setoc as a fage, and was eſ- 


teemed by him far more valuable than 


his companion ; he accordingly treated 
him with utmoſt kindneſs, and never 
had-the leaſt cauſe ro repent his indul- 


ce. 
- Setoc being arrived among his own 


tribe, demanded payment of five hun- 


dred ounces of ſilver, which he had 
lent to a Jew in the preſence of two 
witneſles; but the witneſſes being dead, 
and the Jew ſatisfied of the impoſſibili- 
ty of proving the debt, he looked on 
the money to be his own, and thanked 
God for ame enabled him ſafely to 
defraud an Arabian. Setoc told his 
uneaſineſs to Zadig, who was now his 
chief confident. * Where, ſaid Za- 
dig, © did you lend the money to this 
© infidel ?—* On a large ftone near 
Mount Oreb,' replied the merchant. 
What is the character of your deb- 
© tor?” ſaid Zadig. That of a noto- 
© rious villain,” replied Setoc. But 
5s I aſk, ſaid Zadig, whether he be 
© lively or phlegmatick, cautious or 
« imprudent.'——" He is the worlt pay- 
© maſter in the world;' ſaid Setoe, 
* but- the moſt lively and merrieſt fol- 
2 low Lever knew. Well,” ſaid Ta- 
ig, © it me to plead your cauſe.” 
Ads, he nted; and 
Zadig having cited the Jew to appear, 
ſpoke thus before the judge: Pillar 
© of the throne of equity, I come to 
© demand of this man, in the _—_— 
my maſter, five hundred ounces 
© ſilver which he refuſes to pay him.” 
—* Have you any witneſſes to prove 
* the debt?* ſaid the judge. * No,” 
ted Zadig, they are both dead: 
ut there yet remains a large ſtone on 


Ln 


rr 


22 


if it pleaſes your excellence to order 
£[the{tone- to be ſought for, I doubt 

nat but lit will prove a ſufficient evi- 
£:dence.|;{ The Jew. and I will wait 
schere till it arrives, and the expence 
of bringing it ſhall be defrayed by 
my: maſter. “ Your requeſt is but 
£-reaſonable,” replied the judge; do 
as you propoſed. He then proceed - 
ed to other buſineſs. 1 


When the court was about to break 


up, the judge addreſſed Zadig, Well,” 
ſaid he, is your ſtone yet come?“ 
The Jjew, ſneering, replied, © Should 
4 your excellence wait here till to- 
£ morrow, you would not even then 
ſee the ſtone; for it is above ſix miles 
diſtant from hence, and would re- 
gquire fifteen men to remove it. 
have well ſaid, cried Zadig aloud, 
that the ſtone would bear witneſs! 
Since this man knows where the ſtone 
© hies, he confeſſes that the money was 
© £$-eounted-on4t.”' The Jew thus con- 
founded, was ſoon conſtrained to confeſs 
the truth; and the judge ordered that 
he ſhould be faſtened to the ſtone with- 
out meat or drink, till he had reſtored 
the money, which, was. then ſpeedily 
paid. From that time, the ſlave Za- 
dig, as well as the ſtone, were held in 
great eſteem throughout all Arabia. 
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THE FUNERAL PILE, 


QE T OC, tranſperted with his good 
ſucceſs, made Zadig his favourite 
companion. He valued him as much 
as the king of Babylon had formerly 
done; and luckily for Zadig, the mer- 
-chant had no wife. He diſcovered in 
his maſter a natural propenſity to good- 
neſs, and found him to be a worthy 
ami a ſenſible man; but he was con- 
cerned to ſee a perſon he ſo greatly 
eſteemed, paying divine adoration to a 
hoſt of created, though celeſtial beings, 
according to the cuſtom in Arabia of 
worſhipping the ſun, moon, and ſtars. 
Ae ſometimes cantiouſly introduced 
this, important topick; and at length 
ventured to aſſert, that they were 
equally created with things of leſs 
luſtre, and no more entitled to our ado- 
ration, than a tree or a rock. But, 
ſuid Setoc, theſe are eternal beings, 
from hom we derive every bleſſing 
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we enjoy; they animate nature; they 
regulate. the ſeaſons; and are, in 
ſhort, ſituate at ſuch an infinite dic. 
tance from us, that we cannot but 
revere them. You receive more 
advantages, replied Zadig, from 
the waters of the Red Sea, which 
carry your merchandize to the Indies; 
and may not that be as ancient as 
the ſtars? or if yon will worſhip 
what is at a diſtance, yon ſhould ra- 
ther pay your adoration to the land of 
the Gangarides, which is ſituate at 
the extremities of the earth.“ No, 
ſaid Setoc, the ſtars are ſoſurpaſſing]y 
© brilliant, that it is ĩimpoſſible for me 
© not to prefer them.. | 
In the evening Zadig lighted a great 
number of candles in the tent in which 
they were to ſup, and as ſoon as Setoc 
appeared, threw himſelf on his knees 
before the flaming tapers, and thus 
addreſſed them; Eternal and ever- 
* ſhining brightneſs, be always pro- 
* pitious to your votary.* Having ut- 
tered theſe words, he fat down to table, 
without regarding Setoc. What are 
you doing? ſaid Setoc, filled with 
aſtoniſnment. I act, Sir, like you,“ 
replied Zadig; I adore theſe candles, 
© and negle& their maſter and mine. 
Setoc comprehended the profound 
ſenſe of this apologue. The wiſdom 
of his ſlave entered into his ſoul; and 
he no longer burned incenſe to created 
beings, but adored the Eternal who 
made them. h 
The Arabians had at that time a 
horrid cuſtom, N brought from 
Scythia, and which being eſtabliſhed in 
the Indies by the credit of the Brach- 
mans, threatened to ſpread it's in- 
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fection over all the Eaſt. When a 


married man died, and his dearly be- 
loved wife yviſhed to be eſteemed a faint, 
ſhe burned herſelf publickly on her hul- 
band's funeral pile. This was a ſo- 
lemn feſtival, called the widow's ſa- 
erifice, and the tribe in which moſt 
women had been thus burnt, was held 
in the greateſt reſpect. An Arabian 
of the ſame tribe as Setoc de ee 
his widow, named Almona, who was 
very devout, made known the day and 
hour in which ſhe would: throw herſelf 
into the pile, amidſt the ſound of drums 
and trumpets. Zadig remonſtrated 
to his maſter, how contrary this hor- 
rible cuſtom was to the welfare of the 
human race, that young nn. 


LA bd F a. *. with... IF. - | AD. non. 0%. * w 


2 AD 1 0. | 23 


be every day permitted to burn them- 
ſelves, who were Capable of giving 
children to the ſtate, or of educating 
thoſe they had already; and he obliged 
him to acknowledge, that ſo barbarous 
a cuſtom ought, if poſhble, to be to- 
fally aboliſhed. It is now, ſaid 
Setor, (more than a thouſand: years 
« fince widows were in poſſeſſion of 
© the right of burning themſelves; and 
s who can change a law conſecrated 
by time? Is there any thing more 
« reſpetable than even an ancient 
error? But reaſon is ſtill more 
«© ancient and reſpectable, replied Za- 
dig. Do you, Sir, communicate theſe 
« ſentiments to the chiefs of the tribes, 
5 and I will attend on the widow.* _, 
Accordingly, he waited upon her; 
and having inſinuated himſelf into her 
favour, by compliments to her beauty, 
he urged what a pity it was, that 
charms like her's ſhould be conſumed 
by fire, only to mingle aſhes with a 
dead huſband; and was laviſh in his 
praiſes ofher conſtancy and heroick for- 
titude, * You muſt ſurely have loved 
© your huſband extremely ?* ſaid he. 
No, replied the lady, I loved him 
not at all. He was a brute; he was 
« jealous; and ſo great a tyrant, that 
„he was quite inſuppo Wes but I 
have, notwithſtanding, firmly re- 
« ſolved to throw myſelt on his fune- 
ral pile. There is then, ſurely,” 
ſaid Zadig, * a very delicious pleaſure 
in being burnt alive.'—* Alas! ſaid 
the lady, the thought makes nature 
* ſhudder; but that is not to be con- 
s ſidered. - I am a profeſſed devotee, 
and ſhould Iſhew the leaſt reluctance, 
« my reputation would be for ever loft. 


© In ſhort, the whole world would de- 


© ſpiſe me, if I did not burn myſelf.” 
Zadig 8 made her confeſs that 
ſhe burnt herſelf merely to pleaſe others, 
and ſatisfy her vanity, converſed with 
her a long time, in ſuch a manner, as 
net only to make her a little in love 
with life, but even proceeded ſo far as 
to inſpire her with ſome degree of par- 
tiality for the ſpeaker. * What would 
vou do, ſaid he, if the vanity. of 
© burning yourſelf ſhould not pre- 
© vail ”'— Alas!” replied the, © I be- 
* lieve I ſhould wiſh you to be my 


„ huſband.” 


Zadig was too much filled with the 


idea of Aſtarte, not to elude this warm 
declaration, He took his leave, and 


went inſtantly to the chiefs, whom he 


told what had paſſed, and adviſed them 
to make a law, that no widow ſhould 
be permitted to burn herſelf, tilt ſne 
had converſed with a young man one 
hour in private. The — was accord - 
ingly paſſed, and ſince that time no lady 
has burnt herſelf in Arabia. To Zadig 
they were indebted for deſtroying in 
one day, a cruel cuſtom that had laſted 
ſo many ages; and he was therefore 
very juſtly regarded, by all the ladies 
in Arabia, as their principal benefac- 
tor. N 


HAP. I. 
THE SUPPER. 


QETOC, who could not long ſepa- 
rate himſelf from Zadig, in whom 
he diſcovered ſo much wiſdom, took 
him to the fair of Balzora, whither the 
richeſt merchants in the earth uſuall 
repaired. Zadig was delighted to ſee 
ſo many men of different countries aſ- 
ſembled in the ſame place. It ſeemed 
to him as if the univerſe was one large 
family met together at Balzora. On 
the ſecond day after his arrival, he ſat 
at table with an Egyptian, an Indian, 
an inhabitant of Cathay,, a Greek, a 
Celtic, and ſeveral other foreigners, 
who in their frequent voyages to the 
Arabian Gulph, had learned ſufficient 


Arabic to make themſelves underitood, 


The Egyptian appeared greatly exaſpe- 
rated: What an abominable —_— 
© 1s Balzora!* ſaid he; © they here re- 
« fuſe me a thouſand ounces of gold 
on the beſt ſecurity in the world 
c 2 is — * — Setoc; on what 
«© ſecurity have they refuſed you this 
© ſum?'—* On — Gee of Do 


replied the Egyptian, * She was ore 


of the fineſt women in all Egypt; ſhe 


* conſtantly accompanied me in my 


* journies, but unhappily died on the 
© roadz I made her one of the choiceſt 
© mummies we have amongſt us, 

might, in my own country, have 
© whatever I pleaſed, by giving her as 
© a pledge. It is exceeding ſtrange 


that they will not here lend me a 
© thouſand ounces of gold on ſo ſolid 
© a ſecurity.” He was now going t 
vent his rage on an excellent bajled 
fowl; when the Indian, taking him 
by the hand, cried in a ſorrowful man- 
9 netz 
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ner, © Ah! what are you going to 


do? To eat a wing of this fowl,” 


ſaid the Egyptian, as of my 
s ſupper l Conſider what you are 
doing, ſaid the Indian: it is poſ- 
c ible that the ſoul of the. deceaſed 
may have paſſed into the body of that 
fol; . ou would not ſurely ex- 
© poſe Yourlalf to the danger of _ 
s'your aunt. The dreſſing of fowls 
4 is a manifeſt outrage on nature. 
£ What do you mean by your nature 
D andyourfowls?” replied the choleric 
Egyptian; we worſhip oxen, and yet 
< eat heartily of beef. Worſhip 
£ oxen! is it poſſible? cried the In- 
dian. There is nothing ſo poſſible,” 
returned the other; it is an hundred 
and thirty-five thouſand years ſince 
© we firſt did ſo, and nobody amon 
£ us has ever yet found fault with it," 
A hundred and thirty-five tlwou- 
& ſand years l' ſaid the Indian; * this 
© account muſt certainly be exagge- 
« rated: it is but fourſcore thouſand 
« fince India was firſt inhabited, and 
£ we are certainly more ancient than 
you. Brama prohibited our eating 
© cows before you put them on your 
5 altars or your ſpits.— Your Brama 


is a pleaſant ſort of an animal, to 


4 be compared to our Apis, ſaid the 
Egyptian. What mighty matter has 
your Brama ever done? Why, re- 
plied the Bramin, it was he who firſt 
* taught mankind to read and write, 
and to him the whole earth is in- 
s debted for the noble game of cheſs." 
—Vou deceive yourſelf, Sir, ſaid a 
Chaldean who ſtood near him; we 
s owe theſe great benefits to the fiſh 
£ Oannes; and it is juſt that we ſhould 
« pay our homage only to him. All 
4 the world will tell you that he is a 
divine being, that he had a golden 
* tail, with the head of a moſt beau- 
< tiful man, and that three hours every 
day he left the water to preach upon 
land. Every body knows that he 
© had many children, who were all 


s powerful kings. I have his picture 


< at home, to which, as in duty bound, 
I pray every evening before I retire 
# to reſt, and every morning when I 
« ariſe. No doubt, people may eat as 
much beef as they pleaſe; but it is 


b ſurely a very great impiety to have 
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* fiſh ſerved up at table. Beſides, yay 
© are both of an origin too ignoble, 
© and too recent, to diſpute with me 
© about any thing : the nation of the 
* Egyptigns reckon only one hundred 
© and thirty-five thouſand years, an 

© the Indians boaſt but of fourſcore 
* thouſand, while we have almanacky 
# of four thouſand centuries. Believe 


_ © whatT te}l you, renounce your fol- 


© lies, and I will give to each of you 
© a beautiful picture of our Oannes. 
The Chineſe, or man df Cathay, 
joining in the diſcourſe, ſaid, © I — 
« reſpeCt the Egyptians, the Chaldeans, 
* the Greeks, the Celticks, Brama, 
Apis, and the beautiful Oannes ; 
© but it is poſſible that Li, or Tien *, 
as he is commonly called, is ſuperior 
to all the bulls and fiſhes in the uni- 
verſe. I will ſay nothing of my 
country; though it is as large as the 
land of Egypt, Chaldea, and the 
Indies together, I ſhall not diſpute 
about antiquity, becauſe- it is ſuffi- 
cient we are happy; but if it were 
neceſlary to ſpeak of almanacks, I 
ſhould ſay, that all Afia prefers, 
ours, and that we had very corre& 
ones before arithmetic was known 
in Chaldea,' | 
© Ignorant mortals l' cried the Greek, 
* have ye not yet been informed, that 
© Chaos is the father of all, and that 
form and. matter have put the world 
© in it's preſem tate ?* He ſpoke thuz 
for a long time; but was at length 
interrupted by the Celtic, who having 
drank pretty freely during the whote 
time of this debate, imagined himſelf 
more learned than all the others ; and 
cried out, with a great oath, that there 
were none but Teutath, and the mif- 
letoe of the oak, that were worth the 
trouble they were giving themſelves ; 
that for his part, he had always miſle- 
toe in his pocket; that the Scythians, 
his anceſtors, were the only men of 
worth that had ever appeared in the 
world; and although they had, it was 
true, ſometimes eat their countrymen, 
yet that was no reaſon why they ought 
not to have a great reſpect for his na- 
tion; in ſhort, he declared, that if any 
one ſpoke evil of Teytath, he would 
ſoon teach him how to behave himſelf. 
The quarrel then grew warm, and Setoc 
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# The Chineſe term Li, fignifies natural light, or reaſon ; and Tien, fignifies the bear 


Peng, or the Supreme Being. 
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degan to fear the table would be pre- 
ſently ſtained with blood. Zadig, 
who had kept ſilence during the whole 
diſpute, at laſt aroſe. He firſt ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to the Celtic, as bein 
the moſt furious, and telling him he 
had reaſon on his fide, begged to have 
ſome of his miſletoe ; he expatiated on 
the eloquence of the Grecian, and 
ſoftened in the moſt artful manner all 
the contending parties. He ſaid, in- 
deed, but little to the man of Cathay, 
becauſe he had been by far the moſt 
reaſdnable. At length he addreſſed 


them, in general terms, to this effect. 


© My dear friends, you have been all 
© this while conteſting about an im- 
portant topick, in which it is evi- 
« dent you are all unanimouſly agreed 
At this word, they all cried out toge- 
ther. Is it not true, ſaid he to the 
Celtic, © that you, do not adore this 
4 miſletoe, but him that made the 
* miſletoe and the oak? Certainly,” 
__— the Celtic. And you, the 
Egyptian, probably revere, in a cer- 
< tain ox, him who has given us all 
« horned cattle?— Ves, ſaid the 
Egyptian. The fiſh Oannes, con- 
tinued he, © ought to yield to him who 
© made both the ſea and the fiſhes.'— 
Agreed, ſaid the Chaldean. The 
© Indian and Cathaian, added he, ac- 
© knowledge, like all the reſt, a firſt 
4 — I have not, it is true, 
perfectly underſtood the admirable 
© things which have been delivered by 
© the Greek; but I am fully perſuaded 
© he alſo will acknowledge a Superior - 
© Being, on whom form and matter 
« entirely depend. The Greek, whoſe 
wiſdom they all admired, confeſſed 
that Zadig had exactly penetrated his 
thoughts. You are then all of one 
© mind,” replied Zadig; and there 


4 is rio room for diſpute. They then 


all enibraced him; and Setoc, after 
having ſold his commodities at a very 
high price, returned home with Zadig. 
On their arrival at Oreb, they pre- 


 fently found that a proſecution had 
been 


carried on yy ga Zadig in his 
abſence, and that he was condemned 
to be burnt before a flow fire. 


CHAP. XII. 


The RENDEZVOUS: | 


HILE Zadig attended his 
friend Setoc to Balzora, the 
Prieſts of the Rare determined to pu- 


and other valuable ornaments, of ey 
young widow whom they ſent to the 
uneral pile, became their property, it 


g is not greatly to be wondered at, that 


they ſtiould be inclined to burn ſo 
great an enemy to their intereſts. They 
accordingly accuſed him of having er- 
roneous ſentiments with reſpe& to the 
heavenly hoſt: they made oath he had 
been heard to ſay the ftars did not ſet 
in the fea, This frightful blaſphemy 
made the judges tremble; they were 
ready to tear their veſtments when they 
heard theſe impious words; and would 
doubtleſs have done it, if Zadig had 
had ſufficient to pay them for new 
ones; but, in the exceſs of their grief, 
they were willing to content them - 
ſelves with condemning him to bg 
roaſted alive before a ſlow fire. Setoc, 


reduced to deſpair, employed all his 


intereſt to ſave his friend; he was, 
however, ſoon obli to be filents 
The young widow Almona, who had 
conceived a great fondneſs for life, for 
which ſhe was indebted to Zadig, re- 
ſolved, if poſſible, to draw him from 
the funeral pile, which he had con- 
vinced her was greatly abuſed. She 
revolved her deſign in ſecret, without 
ſpeaking to any one. Zadig was to be 
executed the next day, and ſhe hadonly 
the night in which ſhe could fave him: 


let us now behold the method taken 


by this. diſcreet and benevolent widow. 
She made uſe of the moſt coſtly per- 
fumes, and heightened the 


parel; ſhe then went to demand a ſe- 
cret audience of the chief prieſt of the 
ſtars. On beirig admitted into his 
auguſt and venerable preſence, ſhe ad- 
dreſſed herſelf to him in theſe terms: 


Eldeſt ſon of the Great Bear, bro« 


ether to the Bull; couſin to the Great 
c wr, [theſe were the titles of the 
pontiff,] I come to acquaint you with 
my ſcruples. My conſcience tells 
© me I have committed an enormous 
© crime, in not burning myſelf on the 
« funeral pile of my dear huſband. 
© What, in fact, had I worth ſparing ? 
c 3 fleſh only, already wrink- 
© led and dried up. She then drew 


_ 6ff, with a neglibent büt artful air, 


her long filk gloves, and diſplayed her 
naked arms, which were of an admira- 


ble form; and rivalled the ſnow in white= 


neſs. * You ſee,” ſaid ſhe, © that theſe 
are little worth.” The pontiff found 
D 5 thaf 


niſh him. As all the: coffly jewels, 


er of her 
charms by the richeſt and gayeſt ap- 
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\that his heart told him they were worth 
a great deal; his eyes ſaid fo, and his 
mouth confirmed it, by the moſt ſolemn 

roteſtations that he had never before 
den ſuch lovely arms. Alas! ſaid 
the widow, © my arms may not be quite 
©'ſo bad as the reſt; but you will con- 

« Feſs that my neck was not worthy of 


© the leaſt regard. She then diſco- 


vered the moſt charming boſom that 
nature had ever formed. A roſe-bud 
on an apple of ivory, when compared 
to her breaſt, would have appeared like 


madder on the wood of the box-tree, 


.and the whiteneſs of new-waſhed lambs 
would have ſeemed but a duſky yellow. 
Her delicate neck, her full black eyes, 
which languiſhed with the ſoft luſtre 
of a tender fire; her cheeks, which 
were animated with the moſt lovely 
purple, blended with the whiteneſs of 
the pureſt milk; her noſe, which ſome- 
what reſembled the tower on Mount 
Lebanon; ther lips that were as two 
borders of coral encloſing the moſt 
beautiful pearls in the Arabian ſea; 
in ſhort, the pleaſing combination of 
charms which appeared before him, 
made the old prieſt fancy himſelf not 
more than twenty ; and, with a trem- 
bling voice, he began to utter a tender 
declaration of his -paſſion. Almona 
ſeeing him enflamed, begged he would 
pardon Zadig. Alas, lovely fair one !* 
{aid he, though I ſhould grant you 
£ his pardon, my indulgence would 
© pe of little avail. It is neceſſary that 
© it ſhould be ſigned by three others, 
© my brethren.'—* Sign it firſt, how- 
c ever, replied Almona. © I will do 
c it freely, ſaid the prieſt; © on con- 
© dition that your favours be the price 
© of my readineſs to ſerve you.'— 
© You load me with - honour,* ſaid 


Almona ; but if you will be pleaſed 
© to come to my chamber after ſun- 
© ſet, and as ſoon as the bright ſtar 


© Sheat twinkles in the horizon, you 


« will find me on a roſe-coloured ſopha 


© embroidered with ſilver, and ma 
© there uſe your pleaſure with your 
4 ſervant. She then departed with 
Tadig's general pardon, which the 
pontiff had figned, and left him full 
of, love, though not without diſtruſt of 
his abilities. The remainder of the 
day he ſpent in bathing; he drank en- 


livening draughts of a liquor compoſed 


of the cinnamon of Ceylon, and the 


36 2 A b 0. 


precious ſpices of Tidor and Ternate 
and waited with great impatience the 
riſing of the brilliant Sheat. | 
The lovely Almona, in the mean 
time, went to the ſecond. He aſſured 
her, that the ſun, the moon, and all 
the fires in the firmament, were but as 
inſignificant meteors in compariſon of 
her charms. She demanded the fame 
favour of him, and he propoſed to 
grant it at the ſame price. Almona 
ſuffered herſelf to be overcome, and 
appointed the ſecond pontiff to meet 
her at the riſing of the ſtar Algenib. 
From thence ſhe paſſed to the third, 
and to the fourth prieſt ; {ill obtain- 
ing a ſignature from each, and making 
the aſſignations from ſtar to ſtar. 

She then ſent for the judges to come 
to her houſe on an affair of the greateſt 
importance. They waited on her ac- 
cordingly, and ſne laid before them the 
pardon of Zadig, ſigned with the names 
of the four prieſts, informing them of 
the conditions upon which it had been 
obtained. The prieſts, in the mean' 
time, punctually kept their appoint- 
ment, and each was greatly ſurprized 


at finding his brethren, but ſtill more, 


at ſeeing there the judges, before whom 
his ſhame was manifeſt. By this ſtra- 
tagem, Zadig was ſaved; and Setoc 
was ſo charmed at the dexterity of Al- 
mona, that he ſhortly after made her 
his wife, B 
Zadig now departed, having thrown 
himſelf” at the feet of his fair de- 
liverer: and Setoc and he ſeparated 
from each other with tears, vowing a 
mutual and eternal friendſhip, and 
promiſing that the firſt of the two who 
ſhould raiſe a ſplendid fortune, ſhould 
ſhare it with the other. 
Zadig travelled by the fide of Aſ- 
ſyria, conſtantly thinking on the un- 
happy Aftarte, and refleding on the 
fate which ſeemed obſtinately bent 
on ſporting with him, and making 
him the ſubje& of new perſecutions. 


y - © What,” faid he, © four hundred 


© ounces of gold for not having ſeen a 
© dog; ne to loſe my life for 
© four lines of bad poetry in praiſe of 
«© the king; ready to be ſtrangled bee 
© cauſe the queen looked kindly upon 
© me; reduced to flavery for having 
« relieved a woman who was beat; 
and on the point of being con- 
© ſumed to aſhes, for having * 
? | «12 
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« the lives of all the young widows in 
« Arabia!” | 


CH KP XIE. 
THE ROBBER. 


HEN Zadig arrived on the 

'V frontiers which ſeparate Ara- 
bia Petrea from Aſſyria, as he paſſed 
near a pretty ſtrong caſtle, a party 
of . Arabians ſallied out; and 
immediately ſurrounding him, cried, 
Whatever property you have belongs 


© to us, and your perſons are at the 


« diſpoſal of our maſter.” Zadig an- 
ſwered by drawing his ſword ; and his 
ſeryant, who was a man of great 
courage, did the fame. They pre 
ſently overthrew thoſe who had firſt 
attacked them; and though the num- 
bers of their. opponents redoubled, they 
ſeemed not at all diſmayed, but re- 
ſolved to die fighting. Two men 
fought againſt a multitudez and ſuch 
a combat could not be of long continu- 
ance, The maſter of the caſtle, whoſe 
name was Arbogad, having beheld 
from a window the intrepid behaviour 
of Zadig, felt his mind filled with eſ- 
teem : he deſcended in hafte, and came 
himſelf to call off his men, and to de- 
liver the two travellers. © Whatever 
© paſſes over my territories,” ſaid he, 
© becomes my property, as well as what 
© I find in the poſſeſſions of others; 
© but your bravery, Sir, ſhall exempt 
you from this conſequence.* He then 
made him enter into his caſtle; or- 
dered his domeſticks to treat him with 
the greateſt reſpect ; and in the even- 
ing they ores together. | 
Although Arbogad was an Arabian 
robber; yet amidſt a multitude of bad 
actions, he ſometimes performed ſuch 


as were worthy of the higheſt praiſe. 


He plundered mankind, it is true, 
with a furious rapacity, but he alſo 
behaved with great liberality. He was 
intrepid in action; eaſy in his deal- 
ings; a debauchee at his table, but 
gay even in his debauchery; and had, 
above all, a free and open frankneſs. 
He was much pleaſed with Zadig, the 
gaiety of whoſe converſation prolon 

their repaſt. At length Arbogad ſaid 
to him: © I adviſe you to enrol your- 
* {elf under me; it is impoſſible for 


you to do better; my occupation is 


not a bad one, and you may one day 


© become what I am at preſent.'— I 
© could wiſh to. know, replied Za- 
dig, © how long you have exerciſed 
© this noble profeſſion 7 —. From m 

© moſt tender youth, returned this 
great man; I was at firſt only ſer- 
vant to an Arabian; who, indeed, 
© treated me kindly enough, but any 
© ſtate of ſervitude was to me inſup- 
portable; I was unhappy in conti- 
« dering that fate had given me no 


© portion in a world to which all man- 
kind have an equal claim, I im- 


« parted my uneaſineſs to an old ſage 
© Arabian, and he thus endeavoured 


to comfort me: My fon,” ſaid he, 


« do not deſpair; there was formerly 
4 a grain of ſand which lamented it's 
« being an atom unknown in the de- 
« farts; but at the end of ſome years 
« it became a diamond, and is at pre- 


6 ſent the richeſt and moſt admired or- 


c nament of the Indian crown. This 
© diſcourſe made a very ſtrong impreſ- 
© fjon upon met I conſidered myſelf 
© as the grain of ſand, and determined, 
« if poſſible, to become the diamond. 
« Accordingly, I began by ſtealing 
© two horſes ; aſſociated to myſelf com- 
© panions; and put myſelf in a con- 
dition to rob ſmall caravans; and 
thus, by degrees, I ſoon leſſened the 
diſproportion there at firtt appeared 
between me and other people. I not 
only enjoyed my ſhare of the good 


things of this life, but was even re- 


£ 

4 

4 

o 

c 

6 

« compenſed with uſury for my former 
© ſufferings. I now grew much re- 
e ſpeed, and became the captain of 
© a band of robbers. This caftle 
« was gained by violence: the (a- 
« trape of Aſſyria, however, reſolved 
* to diſpoſſels me, but I was too rich 
© to have any thing to fear; for by 
« giving him money, I not only pre- 
* ſerved this caſtle, but increaſed ny 
« poſlefſlions. He even made me trea- 
«© tyrer of the tributes which Arabia 
« Petrea pays to the king of kings; 
© and I punQually execute my office 
© of cojleQor, but ſhal] not very ſpee- 
« 


« dily diſcharge that of paymaſter. 


The great deſterham of Baby- 


lon ſent hither, in the name of 


c 

King Moabdar, an infignificant ſa- 
* trape, with a commiſſion to ſtrangle 
© me. This perſon arrived with his 


royal 
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. © royal maſter's warrant. I was ap- 

© prized of the whole affair, and order- 
© ed his entire retinue, conſiſting of 
« four inferior officers, to be ſtrangled 
© before his face, after the ſame man- 
c ner as was intended for me. I then 
© defired to know what he was to have 
© obtained by my death. He replied, 
that his fees would have amounted to- 
about three hundred pieces of gold: 
< I laid before him the advantage he 
« would gain by ſtaying with mez 
'« conſtituted him an inferior robber; 
© and he is now one of my beſt and 
© richeſt officers. Believe me, your 
© ſucceſs will be as great as his. 
There never was a better ſeaſon for 
© robbery than at preſent, for Moab- 
dar is lately killed, and all Babylon 
is in the greateſt confuſion.” 
* Moabdar killed l' exclaimed Zadig ; 
then what is become of Queen Aſ- 
starte? I cannot inform you," 
replied Arbogad: all I can tel is, 
£ that Moabdar loſt his ſenſes, and 
© was murdered ; that the people of 
© Babylon are deſtroying one another ; 
© and that the whole empire is laid 
* waſte. There are ſome fine ſtrokes yet 
to be taken; and, for my part, I have 
been already pretty ſucceſsful.” — 


« But the queen, Sir!“ ſaid Zadig; 


the 
ueen ? I have heard 


* are you. unacquainted with 
© fate of the 


© ſomething of a prince of Hircania, 


replied he; if ſhe was not flain in the 
* tumult, ſhe is probably one of his 
* concubines;z but I am more anxious 
* for booty than for news. I have 
© taken many ladies in my excurſions, 
© but I never keep them; when they 
„ are beautiful, I ſell them for the 
* beſt price I can, without minding 
* who they are: nothing is given on 
© account of rank; and a queen who 
« is ugly, will never find any one in- 
« clined to buy her. Perhaps I may 
have ſold the queen, or . ſhe 
may be dead; but that is of little im- 
bo promnre to me, and I ſuppoſe you 
t have no more reaſon to trouble your- 
4 ſelf about it than I have.“ After 
this he drank ſo 3 that all his 
ideas were too much confuſed for Za- 
dig to gain any farther information : 
he was ſtruck dumb, confounded, and 
remained motionlefs as a ſtatue, Ar- 
dogad continued drinking, told a num- 
der of merry ftories, inceſſantly re- 
peated that he was the happick man 
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alive, and invited Zadig to become 
as chearful as himſelf. At length, 
being overcome by the fumes of his 
liquor, he funk into a found ſleep; 
while Zadig paſſed the night in the 
moſt violent agitations. What, ſaid 
he, © the king then has loſt his ſenſes! 
© he is flain! I cannot but lament his 
© fate. Tlie empire is torn in pieces; 
© and yet this robber is happy: O for- 
tune! O deſtiny! A man who lives 
© by rapine is happy, and the moſt 
© amiable creature that nature ever 
© framed, has perhaps either ſuffercd 
an ignominious death, or lives in 
a ſtate worſe even than death itſelf. 
O Aſtarte l Aſtarte j what is become 
of thee !* 
As ſoon as day-light appeared, he 
enquired about Aſtarte of every one 
he ſaw; but all were buſy, and nobody 
made him any anſwer. During the 
night freſh plunder had been brought 
in, and they were employed in dividing 
the ſpoil. All he could obtain in this 
tumultuous confuſion, was the per- 
miſſion to depart ; of which he took 
advantage without delay, and left the 
caſtle of Arbogad more overwhelmed 
with grief and deep reflection than he 
had ever yet been. ; 
Zadig proceeded on his way, greatly 
—— and diſturbed: his thoughts 
were wholly employed on the unhappy 
Aitarte ; on the King of Babylon; on 
his faithful friend Cador; on Arbo- 
gad, the happy robber; on the capri- 


cious female, whom the Babylonians 


had ſeized on the confines of Egypt; 
and, in ſhort, on all the diſappoint- 
ments, and all the misfortunes, he had 
ever experienced. 


CHAP. XIV. 
THE FISRERMAN. 


We EN Zadig had travelled ſome 
few leagues from the cattle of 
Arbogad, he approached the banks of a 
ſmall river, ſtill lamenting his un- 
happy fate, and conſidering himſelf as 
the moſt unfortunate man exiſting. 
He there beheld a fiſherman lying by 
the water-fide, who was ſcarce able tv 
hold, with his weak and trembling 
hand, a net which he ſeemed little to 
regard; and raiſing up his eyes towards 
heaven, * I am certainly the moſt mi- 


« ſcrablg 
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that blow around them. 


$ ſerable wretch alive] ſaid the fiſher- 


man; © I have been, in the opinion of 


« every one, the moſt famous dealer in 
s cream cheeſe in all Babylon, and yet 
I] am ruined. I had the moſt beauti- 
$ ful wife that a man in my ſtation 
« could wiſh, and by her I have been 
« cruelly forſaken. There ſtill re- 
© mained my poor houſe; but even that 
I have ſeen 45%. an and deſtroyed. 
$ I have taken ſhelter in a cabbin; I 
have no other reſource beſides _ 
and yet I cannot catch a ſingle fiſh. 
« O my net! I will no more throw 
«thee into the water; it is myſelf I 
s will throw into it.” On utterin 
theſe words, he aroſe, and advanc 
forward, in the poſture of a man go- 
ing to throw himlelf into the ſtream, 
in order- to put an end to his life. 
What, ſaid Zadig to himſelf, © is 
there a man living more wretched 
than I? His eagerneſs to ſave the 
fiſherman was as ſudden as this reflec- 
tion. He ran to him; ſtopped him; 
and queſtioned him, with an air of pity 
and compaſſon. We ſeem to be leis 
unhappy, when we have companions 
in our misfortunes: according to Zo- 
roaſter, this is not owing to a malig- 
nant diſpoſition, but is the effect of a 
fatal neceſſity; for we then find our- 
ſelves attached to an unfortunate per- 
ſon, as to our own likene(s. The 
tranſports of the happy would be in- 
ſults; but two men in diſtreſs, are 
like two weak and lender trees, which 
leaning together, mutually ſupport and 
fortify each other againſt the ſtorms 
Why, 
ſaĩd Zadig to the fiſherman, © do you 
* fink under your misfortunes ?'— 
5 Becauſe I find no means of relief, 
replied he. I have been the mott 
* conſiderable perſon in the whole vil- 
lage of Derlback, near Babylon, and 
I made, by my wife's aſſiſtance, the 
* beſt cream cheeſe in the empire of 
« Perſia. N Aſtarte, and the fa- 
© mous miniiter Zadig, admired them 
extremely. I ſent to their houſes 
5 fix hundred cheeſes, and one day 
* went to the city to be paid; when [ 
Vas informed, on my arrival in Ba- 
* bylon; that both the queen and Za- 
dig had diſappeared. I ran to the 
© houſe of Lord : Zadig, whom I nad 
* never ſeen, and found there the 
« officers of the grand deſterham, who 
? peing provided with a royal licence, 
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plundered it with great loyalty and 

© order. I then flew to the queen's, 

* kitchen; where ſome of the lords of 

© the mouth told me ſhe was dead, 

others that the was in priſon, and 


others pretended that the was fled; 


© but all of them aſſured me that 
© my cheeſes would never be paid for. 
© I then went with my wife to Lord 
* Orcan's, for he was one of my cul- 
* tomers, and we begged his protec- 
* tion'in our diſtreſs. He readil 
granted it to my wife, but refuſed it 
to me. She was whiter, Sir, than 
the cream cheeſes that began my 
misfortunes, and the bloom of her 
lovely cheeks was ten times more 
© beautiful than the fineſt Tyrian 
purple: it was for this reaſon Orcan 
© detained her, and refuſed his pro- 
© teftion to me. F wrote to my dear 
© wife a letter of deſperation. She 
* ſaid to the meſſenger, * It is very 
4% well; I have ſome little knowledge 
«« of the writer; I have heard'{peak of 
© him: they ſay he makes excellent 
„cream cheeſe; let him bring me 
«© ſome, and he ſhall be paid.“ 

In the height of my misfortunes, 
I determined to ſeek redreſs in a 
court of equity: I had but fix ounces 
of gold, and it was neceſſary for me 
to give two ounces to my counſellor, 
two to the ſolicitor who undertook 
my affair, and the other two to the 
judge's clerk. When all this was 
done, my buſineſs was not yet be- 
gan, although I had expended more 
money than my cheeſe and my wife 
were worth. . Notwithſtanding this, 
I returned to the village, with an in- 
tention to ſell my houle, in order to 
regain my wife. . 

My houſe was well worth ſixty 
ounces of gold; but as my neigh- 
bours ſaw me poor, and oblige to 
« fell it, the firſt to whom I addreſſed 
* myſelf, offered me thirty; the ſecond 
* twenty, andthe third ten. Atlength, 
* when was ready to come to an agree- 
ment with one of them, the prince 
of Hircania came to Babylon; and 
* laying waſte all before him, my poor 
* houſe, among the reſt, was firſt plun- 
* dered of every thing valuable, and 
$* afterwards reduced to aſhes. 

* Having thus loſt my money, my 
wife, and my houſe, I retired to the 
place where you now ſee me. I have 
* endeavoured to progure my ſubſiſ- 

5 : * tence 


30 
© tence by fiſning; but the fiſh, as well 
s as all mankind, deſert me; I ſcarce 
© catch one in aday; I am ready to 
die with hunger; and had it not been 
for your kind interpoſition, Tſhould 
© ere now have periſhed in the river.” 

The fiſherman did not make this 
long recital all at once; for Zadig, 
moved and tranſported, every moment 
repeated, What! do vou not know 
« what is become of the queen? — 
No, my lord, replied the fiſherman 
but this I know, to my grief, that 
neither the queen nor Zadig have 
paid me for my cream cheeſes ; that 
my wife is taken from me; and that 

I am driven to the very brink of de- 
© ſpair,'—* I flatter myſelf,” ſaid Za- 
dig, © that you will not loſe all your 
© money. I have heard much talk of 
this Zadig; they ſay he is an honeſt 
man, and if he returns to Babylon, 
as it is to be hoped he will, no doubt 
but he will give you even more than 
he 9wes. But as for your wife, who 
does not appear to me over honeſt, I 
adviſe yon not to ſeek after her. 
Take my advice, and make the beſt 
of your way to Babylon ; I ſhall be 
there before you, becauſe 1 ſhall ride, 
and you will go on foot. Addreſs 

-ourlelf to the illuſtrious Cador, tell 

7 Lin you have ſeen his friend, and 
' © wait for me at his houſe, Go, fol- 
© low my directions, and perhaps yon 
may not always be unhappy. 

O puiſlant Oroſmades!' conti- 
nued Zadig, thou makeſt uſe of me 
to beſtow comfort on this man, 
< whom thou haſt ordained to give 
me comfort. In ſpeaking thus, he 

ave to the fiſherman half the money 
| had brought from Arabia; and the 
fiſherman, trayſported. with joy, and 
filled with amazement, kifled the feet 
of the friend of Cador, and cried out, 

* You are certainly an angel ſent to 
* ſave me. 

Tadig, however, ſtil] continued to 
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make freſh enquiries; not without 


tears. What, my lord, cried the 
fiſherman, are you then ſo unhappy, 
© who have loaded me with benefits?“ 
— I] am an hundred times a 3 
fs than you, hed Zadig. 
5 Buthow is it Poflible, laid he, that 
© the perſon who gives, ſhould have 
© more caute for complaint, than he 
_ © who receives? It is becauſe your 
* grentelt misfortunes," returned Za- 


ZADIG, 


dig, © aroſe from your neceſſity, and 
mine from the heart.'— Has Orcan, 
© then, taken your wife?“ ſaid the 
fiſherman. This laſt interrogation re. 
called to Zadig the remembrance of all 
his adventures « he repeated the train 
of his misfortunes, beginning with 


the queen's dog, and ending with his 


arrival at the caftle of the robber Ar- 
bogad. AhY faid he to the filter- 
man, © Orcan deſerves to be ſevere] 
s puniſhed ; but it is commonly fuch 
5 men as him who are the favourites 
© of fortune. However, go to my 
friend Cador's immediately, and 
© there wait for me.“ They then ſe- 
parated; the fiſherman walked thank- 
ing deſtiny, and Zadig rode conſtantly 
accuſing the decrees of fate. 


CHAP. XV. 


THE BASILISK. 
7 ADIG being arrived in a very 
| beautiful meadow, perceived ſe- 


veral young Syrian females looking in 


the graſs with great application. He 
took the liberty to approach one of 
them, and afked'if he might have the 
honour to aſſiſt them in their ſearch. 
© Take care what you do, replied the 
fair Aſſyrian; © what we are ſearch- 
ing for, can only be touched by a 
female. Phat is | fomewhat 
© ſtrange,” ſaid Zadig; may I beg to 
© be informed what this curioſity is 
* that the ladies only are allowed to 


© touch?'—* It is a baſiliſk, replied 


ſhe. * A baſiliſk, fair-one! for what 


«* reaſon, pray, do you ſeek for a ba- 
© filiſk ”— It is, faid ſhe, * for our 
* lord and maſter Ogul, whoſe caſtle 
© you fee on the bank of that river at 
© the end of the meadow : we are all 
© his moſt humble ſlaves ; the Lord 
„ Ogul is ſick, and his phyſician has 
© ordered him to eat a baſiliſk ſtewed 
in roſe water. As this is a very 
© ſcarce animal, and will ſuffer nothing 
to approach it but one of our ſex, 
the Lord Ogul has promiſed to chutt 
© for his well beloved wife ſhe who 
« firſt brings him a bailliſk. Do not, 
* therefore, longer detain me from the 
© ſearch, ſince you fee what I ſhall 
© loſe if I am circumvented by my 
© companions.” | 
 Zadig then withdrew, and left the 

TR y - Syrian 
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Syrian ladies in ſearch of their imagi- 
nary booty, in order to purſue his in- 
tende journey. But when he came 
to the banks of a rivulet at the-remoteſt 
part of the meadow, he perceived ano- 
ther female lying gn thegrafs, who was 


not employed in ſeeking for any thing. 


Her ſtature ſe majeſtic, but her 
face was covered Wiha veil. She was 


teaning towards the brook, and pro- 


fand ſighs iſſued from her mouth. 


he held in her hand a ſmall wand, 


"with Which ſhe traced characters on a 
finefand that lay between the turf and 
the brook. Zadig had the curioſity to 
draw near, in order to diſcover what 

this lady was writing. He approach- 


ed her; he ſaw the letter Z then an 


A; he was aſtoniſhed: then pres 
a D; he ſtarted. Neve was furprize 
equal to his, when he ſaw the two laſt 
letters of his name. He ftood for ſome 


time immoveable: at laſt breaking fi- * 
lence with a faultering voice, O, ge- 


© nexous lady!” cried he, f 
© ſtranger an unfortunate man, who 
_ © preſumes'to aſk, by what aftoniſhin 
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* $2 
ed by her grief ; and more than twen- 
ty times reſumed her diſcourſe, which 
was fo frequently interrupted by her 
ſighs. She enquired by what accident 
they were brought together, and ſud- 
denly prevented his anſwer by new 
queſtions. She puta ſtop to the reci- 
tal of her own misfortunes, andwould 
| know thoſe of Zadig. In ſhort, both 
having a little 8 the tumult of 
their ſouls, Zadig related in a few 
words the motives that had brought 
him thither. But tell me, O unhap- 
© py but ever worthy queen!” cried he, 
© by what means it is, that I find you 


„this ſervile manner, and accompa- 


© nied by otherifemale ſlaves who are 
© in ſearch of a bafiliſk; which I find 
© 1s, by the order of a phyſician, to be 


© his dying patients? 
©/Jeſs ſearch, faid the lovely Aſtarte, I 


ve a © will acquaint you with what I have 


© ſuffered ſince laſt I ſaw. you; for which 
© Heaven has indeed ſufficiently recom- 


adventure, he finds here the name of © penſed me, by permitting me to ſeg 


© Zadig traced out by ſo lovely a hand?” 
At this voice, and at theſe words, the 
lady aroſe; and with a trembling hand 
pulled up her veil,” looked at Zadig, 
caſt forth a cry of tenderneſs, ſurprize 
and Joy, and finking under the various 
emotions which at the ſame inſtant 
agitated her ſoul, fell ſenſeleſs into his 
arms. It was Aſtarte herſelf; it was 
the Qgeen of Babylon; it was ſhe 
whom Tadig 
proached himſelf for adoring; it was 
ſhe whom he had ſo deeply lamented, 
and fot whoſe fate he had been under 
fuck dreadfut-appretienſions ! He was 
for a moment deprived of the uſe of 


his ſenſes; while hig eyes were fifed on 


the lovely Aſtarte, ug now began to 
revive, and gazed on him with looks of 
the ſweeteſt confuſion and tenderneſs, 
© © ye immortal powers, cried he, 
© who preſide ore 5 of feeble. 
« mortals ; have ye indeed reſtored A- 
* ſtarte to me! How ſtrange the time, 
the place, the ſtate in which I ſee 
her! He then threw himſelf on bis 
knees before her, and laid his forehead 
amidſt the duſt of her feet; but the 
queen raiſed him up, and made him 
ut near her on the bank of the rivulet. 
She often wiped away the tears from 
+ her eyes; which as often were renew- 
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adored, and had re- 


© you again. 


in this ſolitary place, clothed in. 


ſtewed in roſe-water, as a ſpecific for 


© While they are buſied in the fruit- 


Fon know'the king my huſband® © 


© was diſpleaſed at your being the moſt 


© amiable of all mankind; and that for 


© this reaſon, he 'one night took the 
© reſolutionto have you ſtrangled, and 
© to poiſon me. You” knw, like- 
© wiſe, how Heaven permitted my lit- 
tle mute to inform me of the order 
given by his ſublime majeſty, 


« Scarce had the faithful Cador 


| obliged you to comply with my re- 
qook, dai depart, is he lured 
to enter my ent at midnight, 
to the tem 
the magi his brother ſhut me up in 
that huge ſtatue, whoſe baſe reaches 
to the foundation of the temple, and 
whoſe head riſes to the top of * 
dome. There I lay concealed, br 
rather buried for ſome time; but 
was carefully attended, and furniſh« 
ed with every neceſſary, by that ve- 
nerable and loyal priĩeſt. In the mean 
time the king's apothecary entered 
my chamber, by break of day, with 
a potion in his hand, compoſed of 
henbane, opium, hemlock, black he- 
© lebore, and aconite; and another of- 


e Sn BSÞ» 


© ficer went to yours, with a filk bow- - 


however, 


« ftring. Our flight had 
ws " © happily 


> 


apa 
by a ſecret affa e, and conveyed | | 
pl of Oroſmades; ar ; 
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_ © after both of us. 
The couriers who went in ſearch. 


W 2 
c happily fruſtrated their defigns. Then 
© Cador, the better to deceive the king, 
affected to accuſe us both, and in- 


formed him that you had taken the 
© road to the Indies, and that I was 


„ fled to Memphis: on which the 


guards were immediately diſpatched 


© of me, knew nothing of my features; 
< for by the king s expreſs order I had 
© hardly ever ſhewn my face to any 
© beſides yourſelf. , They followed the 


© purſuit, on the deſcription that had 
| © been given them of my perſon; till 


© a woman of the ſame ſtature as my- 
c ſclf, but who perhaps had more 
© charms, appe before them on the 


© frontiers of Egypt. She was found 


: alone, and in a very diſconſolate con- 
dition; they therefore made no doubt 
© but that this woman was the queen 
© of Babylon, and accordingly took 
© her to Moabdar. Their miſtake-at 
« firſtthrew the king into a violent rage; 
but having ſoon conſidered her more 
© attentively, he found her extremely 


A © heautiful, and became reconciled. 


© This lady was called Miſſouf; and 
© I have ſince been informed that her 


© name, in the Egyptian tongue, fig- 


© nifies the capricious fair one, a title 


© to which ſhe certainly was well inti- 


* tled. She had, however, as much 


© art as caprice. She pleaſed Moabdar, 


and had ſufficient influence over him 


© to make him chuſe her for his wife. 
e She then began to unfold her real 
character, and gave herſelf up to all 


© thefantaſtical whims of her vain ima- 
© gination : ſhe endeavoured to oblige 
Sthe chief of the magi, who was old, 


and troubled with the gout, to dance 
- © before her; and on his refuſal, ſhe 


© made him ſuffer the effects of her re- 
© ſentment. 
© the horſe to make her apye of ſweet- 
< meats: the maſter of the horſe wiſely 
© xepreſented that he was not a paſtry- 
« cook; but his making the 

< an aff 


ing too obſtinate. She gave the poſt 
4 of maſter of the horſe to her dwarf, 
< and the place gf chancellor to a page. 
© In this manner did ſhe govern Baby- 
& lon, Every body regretted the loſs 
© of me. The king who had behaved 
c with great uprightneſs, till the moment 
© he relolved to poiſon we, and cauſe 
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c 
-* dreadful civil war. 
'c« 

6 

c 

6 
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She ordered her maſter of 


pye was 
air of great importance, and ſhe. 
© degraded him from his office, for be- 
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© you to be ſtrangled, feemed to have 
© drowned his virtues in the prodigious 


© fondneſs he had diſcovered - for the 


© capricious fair. 


He came to the. 
. 


temple. on the ſolemn feſtival of the 
ſacred. fire, and I faw him implore 
the gods in behalf of Miſſouf, at the 
feet of the ſtatue in which I was in- 
cloſed. I then raiſed my voice and 
* cried out, The gods refuſe to liſten 
to the vows of a king Who is become 
a tyrant; who has ſought the life of 
© his innocent conſort z and has ſuf- 
*« fered one to ſupply her place who 
is diſtinguiſhed only by her folly.“ 
At theſe words Moabdar was con- 
© founded, and his head became diſ- 
ordered. The oracle Thad pronoun- 
© ced, and the behaviour of Miſſouf, 
© diſturbed higgudgment, and in a few 
© days his 2 entirely forſook him. 


A 
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tiſement from Heaven, was as the 
ſignal of a revolt. The people aroſe ; 
they ran to arms; and Babylon, that 
had ſo long indulged herſelf in indo- 
lence and eaſe, became the ſeat of a 


ken from the hollow of the ſtatue, 
and placed at the head of a pur ; and 
Cador haſted to Memphis, that he 
might bring you back to Babylon. 
The prince of Hircania, hearing of 
© theſe fatal centeſts, came with his 
army, and made a third party in Chal- 
dea. He attacked the king, who fled 
* before him with his capricious Egyp- 
tian. Moabdar was fo cloſely pur- 
© ſued, that he died of the wounds he 
© received in his retreat, and Miſſouf 
© fell into the hands of the conqueror. 
* I myſelf had the misfortune to be 
© taken by a party of Hircanians, and 
© wasled to key rince, at the very in- 
« ſtantwhen Miſſouf was brought be- 
© fore him. Your vanity will perhaps 
6 be flattered, by learning hat the 
prince eſteemed me more beautiful 
© than the Egyptian; but you will no 
doubt be afflicted. at hearing that he 
© deſtined me for his ſeraglio. He told 
© me, with great refolution, that as 
© ſoon as he had compleated a military 
expedition, which he was going to 
© perform, he would honour me with 
© avifit. Figure to yourſelf what was 
© then my grief! the bonds which had 
© bound me to Moabdar my _— 5 
© I had: the opportunity of being the 
© bride of Zadig, and was Gallew into 
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I was now ta- 


His madneſs, which ſeemed a chaſ- 
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© the power of a barbarian} I anſwer- 
© ed him with all the prigs that ſprung 
from my rank and 

having always been told that Heaven 
© beſtowed on perſons like me,. fuch 
« peculiar marks of grandeur, as with 
© a word or glance reduced to the 
© lowlineſs of the moſt profound hu-. 
© mility thoſe raſh perſons who dared. 
© to ſwerve from their duty. I ſpoke 
E like a queen; but was treated like 


T the moſt ſervile domeſtick. The Hir- 


© canian, without even condeſcending 
© to addreſs himfelf to me, turned to 
© his black eunuch, and told him that 
© I was impertinent, but he thought 
me handſome. He ordered him to 


der the regimen. of his favourites, 
to the end that my colour being 
heightened, I might be renderedmore 
worthy of his 3 on the day 
in which he ſhould be pleaſed to ho- 
nour me. I told him that I would 
firſt put a period to my exiſtence: he 
replied laughing, that life was a bleſ- 
ſing too valuable to be thrown away; 
and that he was prepared for ſuch 
ſpeeches. He then left me, with the 
negligence of a perſon who had juſt 
py up a parrot in it's gilded cage. 
Vhat a ſtate was this for the firſt 
queen of the univerſe! and, what is 
more, for a heart devoted to Za- 
dig!” CHE 
At theſe endearing expreſſions Za- 
dig proſtrated hiniſelf before the queen, 
and bathed her feet with his tears: 
when Aſtarte tenderly raiſed him up, 
and proceeded thus. © I found my- 
4 ſelt in the power of a barbarian, and 
© the rival 4 ſilly coquet with whom 
© I was confined. She related to me 
© her adventure in Egypt; and I 
« judged by the lineaments the painted, 
© by the time, by the dromedary on 
which you - was mounted, and by 
every circumſtance, that Zadig had 
* fought for her. I did not douht of 
your being at Memphis, and there- 
© fore took the reſolution to retire thi- 
© ther. © Beautiful Miſſouf, ſaid 
© I, © you are much more agreeable 
* than me; much better will you di- 


„ K K 20a 64A4R4 4 a wn» 


— 


„ „ „ «„ a . 


“ vert the Prince of Hircania: facili- 


<< tate as much as poſſible the means 
« of my eſcape, you will then reign 


te alone, and while you render me 
«happy, will at the ſame time free 


10 yourlelf from the fear of a rival.” 


qa 


ofty ſentiments ;- 


take care of me, and to put me un- 


« Miſſouf liſtened to my requeſt; the 


joined with me in 'concerting the 
© means of my flight; and I ſecretly 
© departed with an Egyptian ſlave. 

© No ſooner had we reached the hor- 
ders of Arabia; than a famous rob- 
ber, named Arbogad, ſeized upon 
me, and ſold me to ſome merchants, 
who brought me to this caſtle, the 
abode of the Lord Ogul, where I 
was purchaſed without being known. 
He is a man who delights in volup- 
tuouſneſs; ſeeks. for nothing but 
to gratify his 1 z and believes 
the Almighty 

world merely to fit at table. He is 


nual danger of ſuffocation, His 
phyſician, whom he but little regards 
when he has a = digeſtion,” go- 
verns him when he has eat too much, 
© with the moſt deſpotic ſway. He 
has perſuaded him at preſent that his 
© life is in Canger, and nothmg can 
© cure him but a baſiliſk ſtewed in roſes 
© water: the Lord Ogul has therefore 
© promiſed his hand to the female ſlave 
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* who firſt brings him a bafiliſk. You 


© ſee I have left them to obtain this 
© honour ; and I never had leſs defire 
© to find the bafiliſk, than ſince Hea- 
ven kas permitted me to fee you a- 
gain.“ ; : | 
After this declaration, they gave 
utterance to thoſe tender ſenſations that 
had been ſo long ſmothered, and faid 
all that love and misfortunes can in- 
ſpire in hearts the moſt noble and paſ- 
fon ate: while the genii who preſide over 
love, wafted their mutual vows of e- 
ternal conſtancy and truth even to the 
ſphere of Venus. | 
The whole train of ſlaves, after a 
long and fruitleſs ſearch, returned to 
Ogul ; when Zadig preſented himſelf 
before him, and ſpoke: to this effect: 
May immortal health deſcend from 
© heaven to preſerve a life ſo precious 
© as yours! I am a phyſieian, and 


your ſickneſs, with a baſiliſk Rewed in 
roſe-water. As I can have no benefit 
of the high reward you have offered; 
in caſe my application ſucceeds, I 
only defire the liberty of a young Ba- 
bylonian ſlave you have for ſome 
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© days had in your poſſeſſion; and 1 
© conſent to remain in ſlavery in her 


place, if I am not ſo happy as to re- 
(tors the magnificent and illuſtrious 
| E 3 - © Lor@ 


as ſent him into the 


exceſſively corpulent and in conti- | 


have haſted hither at the report of 
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| to Ogul : My lord, my 
not to be ea) 


e propoſal was accepted immedi- 
ately ; and Aſtarte ſet out for Babylon; 
promiſing _ to ſend a courier to 
inform Zadig of all that ſhould have 
paſſed.” Their parting was as their 
meeting had been. The moment in 
which we meet, and in which we ſepa- 


rate, are (as it is written in the ſacred | 
book of Zend) the two moſt remark- 


able epochas of life. Zadig's love for 
the queen equalled his proteſtations, 
and the queen's love for Zadig was 
much greater than her words expreſſed. 

In the mean time Zadig ſpoke thus 
aſiliſk is 
eaten; all it's virtues muſt 
« penetrate through the pores. I have 
« put it in a little ball, blown up and 


covered with a fine ſkin; you muſt 


< ſtrike it with all your ftrength, and 
I muſt ſtrike it back for ſome time. 
When you have for a few days prac- 
< tiſed this regimen, the effects of my 
6 art will be perceived. On the firſt 


day Ogul was quite fatigued, and ima- 


gined that he could not ſurvive; on 


the ſecond he was leſs tired, and ſlept 
+ better; in eight days he recovered all 


the ſtrength, healthy activity and vi- 


gour, of his moſt agreeable years. 


7 You have played at ball, and have 
£ been moderate; ſaid Zadig. * Know, 
© then, that there is no ſuch creature 
© on earth as a baſiliſk; that exerciſe 
© and temperance are friends to health ; 
£ and that the art of making health 
© and intemperance ſubſiſt together, is 
© as chimerical as judical aſtrology, or 
the philoſopher's ſtone.” 

Ogul's former phyſician now per- 
ceiving how dangerous this man was 
to the cauſe of phyſic, raiſed a party 
amongſt his dependants in order to de- 
ftroy him; but while they were con- 


certing the deſtruction of Zadig, he re- 


ecived a courier from Queen Aſtarte. 


A. XVI. 
THE TOURNAMENTS, 


HE queen was received at Baby- 
lon with all thoſe tranſports which 
are uſually felt in favour of injured 
beauty. Babylon was at this time per- 


fectly quiet and ſerene. The Prince 
of Hircania had been ſlain in battle, 


and the Babylonians, being conque- 
vors, declared that Aſtarte ſhould mar- 
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Lord Ogul to his former health and ry him whom they ſhould chuſe for 
© vigour” eir ſovereign. They would not have 


the firſt office in the world, that of huſ- 


band to Aſtarte, and King of Baby- 
lon, depend on intrigues and cabals; 
they therefore ſwore to acknowledge 
for their king, him only who was moſt 
valiant, and poſſeſſed of the greateſt 
wiſdom. The lifts were marked out 
at ſome leagues from the city, and ſur- 
rounded. by a magnificent amphithea- 
tre. The combatants were to repair 
thither. compleatly armed, and each 
had behind the amphitheatre a ſeparate 
apartment, where he was ncither to be 
ſeen nor known by any one. He was 
ſucceſſively to encounter four knights, 
and thoſe who were ſo happy as to con- 
quer that number, were afterwards to 


engage againſt each other, in ſuch a 


manner, as that he who remained the 
laſt maſter of the field ſhould be pro- 
claim'd conqueror at the games. 

* days after, he was to return 
with the ſame arms, and to explain 
ſuch ænigmas as the magi ſhould pro- 
pon and if he did not explain them, 

e was not to be king. The running 
at the lances was then to begin again, 
till a man ſhould be found who was 
conqueror at both theſe combats ; for, 
they were reſolutely bent on having a 
king poſſeſſed of the greateſt valour 
and the moſt conſummate wiſdom. 
During all this time the queen was to 
be cloſely guarded, and only permitted 
to be a diſtant ſpectator of the games, 
covered with a veil; but they would 
not allow her to ſpeak to any of the 
competitors, that the might have nei- 
ther favour nor injuſtice. | 

Aſtarte made known to her lover the 
preliminary articles above mentioned, 
not doubting but he would ſhew him- 
ſelf, in ſuch a cauſe, ſuperior io ever 
other perſon both in valour and wit. 
dom. Zadig accordingly ſet out for 
Babylon, and beſought Venus to for- 
tify his courage, and illuminate his 
underſtanding, on this yery important 
occaſion, © MEI | 

He arrived on the banks of the Eu- 
phrates, on the eve of this great day, 
and cauſed his device to be inſcribed 
among thoſe of the combatants, con- 
cealing his face and name, as the law 
required, and then went to repoſe him- 
ſelf in the apartment allotted him. 

His friend Cador, who was returhed 


* 


to Babylon, after having in vain ſought, 
ea oe aa tor 


. 


for him in Egypt, ſent to his lodge a 
compleat ſuit of armour, preſented 
him by the queen, and alſo from him- 
ſelf the fineſt horſe in Perſia, Zadig 
attributed theſe preſents to Aſtarte; 
and from this conſideration his courage 
and his love derived freſh ſtrength, and 
his mind was inſpired with new hopes, 

The next morning the queen havipg 
placed herſelf under a canopy ſparkling 


with jewels, and the amphitheatre be- 


ing filled with all the ladies, and with 
people of every ſtation in Babylon, the 
combatants appeared in the circus. 
Each of them came and laid his device 
at the feet of the grand magi; with 
theſe devices they drew lots, and that 
of Zadig was'the laſt. The firſt who, 
advanced, was a lord of great wealth, 
named Itobad ; he was filled with va- 
nity, had little courage, was extreme- 
ly aukward, and almoſt void of under- 
ianding: His paraſites had perſuaded 
him that ſuch a man as he ought to be 
2 king; he had anſwered them, Such 
a man as me ought to reign,” Fhey 
had therefore armed him from head to 
foot. His armour was pure gold co- 
vered with green enamel; he had a 
plume of green feathers, and a lance 


adorned with green ribbands. It was 


quickly perceived, by the manner in 
which Itobad governed his horſe, that 
it was not for ſuch a man as him that 
Heaven had deſtined the ſceptre of Ba- 
bylon. The firſt knight who tilted 
with him, drove him out of his ſaddle; 
the ſecond threw him backwards over 


the horſe's crupper, with his legs in 


the air, and his arms extended. He 
ſoon recovered himſelf, however, but 
with ſo ill a grace, that all the amphi- 
theatre laughed heartily. A third diſ- 
dained to uſe his lance againſt him, 
but making a feigned paſs, took him 
by the right leg, and turning him half 
round, threw him upon the ſand, The 
{quires who attended ran laughing to 
his aſſiſtance, and replaced him in his 
ſaddle. The fourth knight then caught 
him by the left leg, and threw him off 
on the other fide. After this, he was 
conveyed with ſcornful ſhouts from the 
multitude to his lodge, "where accord- 
ing to the rule preſcribed he was ob- 
liged to paſs, the night; and, as he 
hobbled with great difficulty along, 
What an adventure, fighed he, is 
this, for ſuch a man as me! 


The other knights performed their 
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who conquered two combatants one 
after another; e neat even to 


three: none, however, but Prince O- 


tamus, vanquiſhed four, Zadig, at laſt, 


entered the liſts, and 55 threw- 
es 


four knights out of their ſaddles with 
the moſt graceful eaſe imaginable. It 
now remained to be tried whether Ota- 
mus or Zadig ſhould be conqueror. 
The armour of the firſt was blue and 

old, with a plume of the ſame co- 


duty much better. There were thoſe - _ ; F 


——4 Zadig's were white, Tha 


wiſhes of the multitude were divided 


between the blue knight and the white. 


The queen, whoſe heart ſuffered the 


moſt violent palpitations;zfervently pe- 


titioned Heaven in behalf of the white. 


Thetwochampions made their paſſes 


and yolts with ſuch agility, they mutu- 


ally gave and received ſuch ſhocks from 
each other's lances, and fat ſo firm- 
ly in their ſaddles, that every one but 
the queen, wiſhed to have two kings 
in Babylon. At laſt, their horſes be- 
ing weary, and» their lances broken, 


Zadig made uſe of this ſtratagem; he 


paſſed artfully behind his antagoniſt, 


* 


prong nimbly upon his horſe, ſeized 
t 


e knight in his arms, threw him to 


4 


to the earth, and placing himſelf on 


the ſaddle, wheeled about Otamus, 
who lay extended in the duſt. All the 
ſpectators cried out with loud ac- 
clamations, Victory to the white 
* knight !'' Otamus, highly enraged, 
aroſe and drew his ſword, and Zadig 
leaped from his horſe with his ſabre in 
his hand. They were now both' on 
the ground, engaged in a new combat, 
where ſtrength and agility triumphed 
by turns. The plumes of their hel. 
mets, the ſtuds of their braſſarts, and 
the rings of which their armour was 
compoled, flew afar off, by the force 
of a thouſand precipitate blows, Th 

ſometimes ſtruck at each other wit 

their ſwords, at other times they thruft, 
as occaſion beſt ſerved; now on -the 
right, then on the lefty now ow the 
head, then at the brealts they re- 
treated, they advanced; they kept at 
a diſtance, they cloſed again; they 
grappled with each other, twining 
themſelves like ſerpents; in ſhort, they 
ſtruggled and engaged as fiercely ay 
two Lybianlions fighting fortheirprey, 
and their ſwords Huck fire almoſt at 
every blow. At laſt Zadig for a mo-. 
ment ſtood ſtill, and having in an in- 
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falſe paſs at the prince, threw him on 


the ground, and Uiſarmed him. Ota- 


mus then cried out, O thou knight 
© in white armour! it is you alone 
© who are deſtined to reign over Ba- 
© bylon.* The queen was e ub67 
with joy. The knight in blue 


conducted to their lodges, in confor- 
mity to the rules preſcribed, and they 
were waited on by mutes, who carried 
them proper refreſhments. It. is eaſy 
to imagine that the queen's dwarf was 
appointed to wait on Zadig. After 
fupper, the mutes withdrew, and left 
the combatants to reſt their wearied 
limbs till the next morning, when the 


.._ cohqueror was to produce his device 


before the grand magi, to compare it, 
and to make himſelf known. 

Zadig ſlept pretty ſound, notwith- 
ſtanding his affection for the queen, ſo 
much was he fatigued: but Itobad, who 
lay near him, could not once cloſe his 
eyes; hearoſe therefore during the night, 
entered Zadig's lodge, took his white 
armour and device, put his green ar- 


mour in their place, and at day- break 


a 


went boldly to the grand mag}, to de- 


clare himſelf the mighty hero, the 


thrice - happy conqueror. It is true, 
no one expected to ſee him the victor 
he was, however, proclaimed, while 
Zadig ſtill flept. Aſtarte, aſtoniſhed, 
and with her heart filled with deſpair, 
returned to Babylon. When Zadig 
awoke, the amphitheatre was almo 


empty; he ſought for his arms, but 


finding none but the green, he was 
obliged to cover himſelf with them, 
becauſe he had nothing elſe near him: 
confounded and enraged, he put them 
on, and went forth in this equipage. 


Thoſe whoſe till remained in the 


eircts, now received him with hoot- 
ings; they ſurrounded him, and in- 
ſulted him to his face: never man ſuf- 


fered ſuch humbling mortifications. 
At length his patience forſook him; 


he diſperſed, by ſtriking with his 
ſabre, the populace who dared to af- 
front him ; but he knew not what mea- 
ſures to purſue, or how to re&ify the 
miſtake. He. could not ſee the queen, 
nor could he reclaim the white armour 


ſhe had ſent him, without expoſing 
her: thus, while plunged in grief, he 


was filled with rage and iaquietude, 


* 


An 
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| ſtant recovered his breath, made a 


jour, . 
and the knight in white, were each. 
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He walked on the banks of the Eu- 
phrates, fully perſuaded, that fate had 
deſtined him to be irremediably wretch- 
ed, and revolving in his mind all his 
misfortunes, from the adventure of 
the damſel who had an averſion to 
one-eyed men, to that by which he 
had loſt his armour, * This has hap- 
« pened,* ſaid he, from my havin 

© awaked too late. Had I ſlept leſs, I 
© ſhould not only have been King of 
© Babylon, but thould alſo have been 
* compleatly happy in the embraces of 
my deareſt Aftarte. The vaſt know- 
© ledge of the ſciences, the ſincere love 
© of virtue, and the perſonal ſtrength 
© and courage I can boaſt, have an- 
© ſwered' no other purpoſe than that 


of involving me in misfortunes.” 


He at laſt preſumed to murmur at the 


* unequal diſpenſation of Divine Provi- 


dence, and was tempted to believe 
that all occurrences were governed by 
a cruel deſtiny, which oppreſſed the 
good, and gave proſperity to knights 
in green armour. One cauſe of his 
vexation was, his wearing the very 
green armour which had drawn on 
him ſuch diſgrace; and a merchant 
happening to paſs by, he exchanged it 
for a robe and bonnet. In this dreſs 
he walked along the banks of the 
Euphrates, filled with the deepeſt 
deſpair, and ſecretly accuſing Provi- 
dence for involving him in ſo many 
afflictions. | 7 


CHAP. XVII. 
THE HERMIT:; 


"HILE Zadig was thus ramb- 
ling, he met a hermit, whole 
white and venerable beard deſcend- 
ed even to his girdle, and who held in 
his hand a book which he ſeemed to 
read with much attention. Zadig ap- 
proached him with a moſt — * 
obeiſance, and the hermit returned his 
ſalute with an air ſo noble and benefi- 
cent, that he had the curioſity to con- 
verſe with him. He aſked of the 
venerable ſtranger the ſubject of the 
book he was reading; who inform 


ed him, it was the Book of Fate; and 


demanding if he wiſhed to peruſe 
it, put the book into his hands. Za- 
dig, notwithſtanding he was verſed in 
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mmy languages, could not explain. a 
ſingle character; this ſtill more in- 
creafed his curioſity. You appęar to 
© me much diſturbed,” ſaid the good 
father. Alas! I have but too much 
© reaſon to be ſo, ſaid Zadig. If 
you permit me to accompany you, 
replied the hermit, © 3 I may 
© beof ſervice to you; for I have ſome- 
* times poured the balm of conſola- 
« tion into the fouls of the unhappy.” 
'The air, the beard, and the book of 
the hermit, filled Zadig with the 

reateſt reſpect for this venerable 

ranger, whoſe converſation diffuſed 
a ſuperior and ſublime knowledge into 
his ſoul. He diſcourſed of deſtiny, of 


juſtice, of morals, of the ſovereign® 


good, of human frailty, -and of vir- 
tues and vices, with ſuch a lively and 
r . eloquence, that Zadig felt 

imſelf attached to his perſon by an ir- 
reſiſtible eharm, and earneſtly entreated 
the venerable ſtranger not to leave him 
till they returned to Babylon, I myſelf 
© defire this favour,” ſaid the old man: 
© ſwear by Oroſmades, that whatever I 
* do, you will not leave me for ſome 
days at 'leaſt.” Zadig fignified his 
aſſent, and they ſet out together. 

The two travellers arrived that even- 
ing at a ſuperb caſtle, when the her- 
mit begged an hoſpitable reception for 
himſelf and the young man who ac- 


companied him. The porter, who 


might have been taken for a great 
lord, introduced them with a kind of 
diſdainful goodneſs; and they were 
conducted to a principal domeſtic, who 
ſhewed” them the magnificent apart- 
ments of his maſter. They were ad- 
mitted to the lower end of his table, 
without being honoured by the lord of 
the caſtle with the leaſt notice; but were 
ſerved with the ſame delicacy and pro- 
fufion as the reſt of his gueſts. After 
ſupper, water was brought them to 
waſh, in a gold baſon adorned with 
rubies and emeralds; and they were 
then conducted to an apartment richl 

futtiſhed, in which they took their 


reſt.” When they aroſe in the morn- 


ing, a ſervant preſerited to each a piece 
of gold, and they proceeded on their 
way. Tabs 8 - 
: © The lord of this caſtle,” ſaid Za- 
ig, as they paſſed along, appears to 
© me N [oy itable man, e 
* ſomewhat too haughty. While he 
mrtered Theſe words, he took notice 
WP” ; 


his pris 
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that the hermit's pocket, though ve 

large, was conſiderably extended, and 
ſoon perceived that this appearance was 
occaſioned by the golden baſon which 
his fellow-traveller had ſtolen. He 
was afraid to mention what he ſawz 


but the thoughts of it gaye him much + | 


concern. About noon, the hermit 
ſtood before the door of, a little cot- 
tage, the reſidence of à rich miler, 
and deſired they might refreſh them- 
ſelves for a few hours; when an old 
ſervant ill cloathed, let them in with 
a viſible reluftance, and conducted 
the hermit and Zadig into a ſtable, 
where he gave them ſome rotten olives, 
bad bread, and ſour beer. The hermit 
eat and drank with as contented an air 
as he had done the preceding evening: 
then addreſſing himſelf to the old ſer- 
vant, who carefully watched x 2 
both, to ſee that they ſtole- nothing 
and often reminded them that the day 
was declining apace, he gave him the 
two pieces of. gold he had received in 
the morning, and thanked him for his 
reſpe&tul behaviour. Pray, added 
he, permit me to ſpeak to your maſs 
ter. The ſervant, filled with aſto- 
niſhment, introduced the two travel- 
lers. © Munificent lord!“ ſaid the 
hermit; -I cannot but render you my 
© moit humble thanks for the friendly 
© manner in which you have received 
us. Be pleaſed to accept this golden, 
© baſon, 2 a ſmall teſtimony of my 
« gratitude,” The miſer ſtarted, and 
was ready to fall te the eagth ; the 


hermit, however, did not give him 


time to recover from his ſurprize, but 
inſtantly departed with his young tra- 
veller. Father, ſaid Zadig; what 
is the meaning of, all 1 have ſeen? 
In nothing do you appear to reſemble 
other men: you have ſtole a gold 
© baſon ſet with precious ſtones from 
© a lord who entertained us magnifi- 
« cently, and have given it to a ſordid 
© wretch who treated you with the 
« greateſt indignity.— My ſon, re- 
plied the hermit; that magnificent 
s perſonage, who entertains ſtrangers 
with no other view. than to gratify 
and raiſe their aſtoniſh- 
© ment at the richneſs of his furni- 


[ tare, will become more wiſe for the 


future; and the miſer will hence- 
© forth learn better to exerciſe the du- 
ties of hoſpitality, Be aftoniſhed at 
nothing ; but follow me. Zadig 


„ 


1 


41 


was not yet certain whether his com- 
panion was the fooliſheſt perſon in the 
world, or one who ſurpaſſed all man- 
kind in wiſdom and diſcernment: but 
the hermit ſpoke with ſuch authority, 
that Zadig, not to mention his oath, 
could not help following him. 

At night they arrived at a houſe very 
commodiouſly built, though with great 


fimplicity, and without the leaſt ap- 


pearance either of prodigality or ava- 
rice. The maſter was.a philoſopher, 
who had retired from the world, that 
he might cultivate in peace his im- 
provement in wiſdom and virtue. In 
this retreat he received ſtrangers with 
great cordiality, but without any oſ- 
tentation. He went himſelf to intro- 
duce the two travellers, and led them 
to a commodious apartment, where he 
> ap they would reſt themſelves. 
Some time after, he came himſelf to 
invite them to a frugal but genteel 
repaſt; during which he talked very 
intelligently about the late revolutions 
in Babylon. © He appeared ſincerely at- 
tached to the queen, and wiſhed that 
Zadig had appeared in the liſts to diſ- 
pute the crown: But the people,” 
added he, do not deſerve to have a 
© king like Zadig. A modeſtybluſh 
diffuſed itſelf over the cheeks of Zadi 

at this unexpected compliment, whic 

not only renewed, but redoubled the 
_ keen ſenſe of his misfortunes. It was 
___ agreed that the affairs of this world, are 


not always conducted ſo as. to pleaſe | 
the wiſeg. but the hermit ſteadily main- 


tained, that the ways of Providence 
were unknown ; and that men were to 
blame to judge of the whole, when 
they perceived only the ſmalleſt part. 
he next topick of their diſcgurlſe, 
was that of wa rapes „Alas! ſaid 
Zadig, how fatal are their effects!“ 
— They are the winds which ſwell 
the fails of the veſſel,” returned the 
hermit. Sometimes, it is true, they 
© fink it ; but there is no ſailing with- 
s cout them. The bile renders us fick 
and choleric, but is yet neceſſary for 
© theſupport of liſe: thus every thing 
© below is * yet ſtill every 
© thing is neceſſary. — 
They then diſcourſed 


were the gifts of Heaven; © Man,” 
ſaid he, © can give himſelf neither ſen = 


. Ro nor ideas, he receives them 
all; his pain and pleaſure are there- 
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of pleaſures 
and the hermit demonſtrated that they 


1 


« fore derived from the fame ſource at 


© his being.” 


Zadig was aſtoniſhed, that a man 
who had committed fuch baſe actions, 
ſhould be able tg reaſon ſo well. At 
length, after a converſation, as in- 


ſtructive as it was agreeable, their hoſt 


led the two ſtrangers back to their 
apartment, bleſſing Heaven for having 
ſent him two men ſo wiſe and ſo virtu- 
ous, He offered them money in fo 
free a manner, that it was impoſſible 
they could be diſpleaſed. The hermit 
refuſed it, and ſaid that he muſt take 
his leave, as he intended to ſet out for 
Babylon before it was light. Their 
ſeparation was polite and tender: Za- 
dig, eſpecially, felt himſelf filled with 
eſteem and affection for a man of ſo 
amiable a diſpoſition» When the her- 
mit and he were retired to their apart - 
ment, they ſpent a long time in be- 
raiſes on their hoſt, At 
break of day the old hermit awaked 
his companion: We muſt now,” 
ſaid he, © depart for Babylon; but 
© while every body is yet aſleep, I will 
© leave our entertainer a teſtimony of 
© my eſteem and affeftion.*” On ſay- 
ing theſe words,” he lighted a candle, 
and immediately ſet fire to the houſe. 
Zadig, in the utmoſt confuſion, ſhriek - 
ed out, and would have prevented his 
committing ſo horrid an action; but 
the old man drew him away by a ſu- 
perior force, and the houſe was ſoon 
in flames. When they had reached 
a convenient diſtance, the hermit, with 
amazing ſerenity, turned to ſurvey the 
deſtructive flames. Thanks be to 
God, ſaid he; * the houſe of my 
dear hoſt will be totally deſtroyed | 


© happy, happy man !' Zadig was now 


tempted, at one and the ſame inſtant, 
to laugh at, to reproach the reverend 
father, to beat, and to leave him: he 
did not, however, think proper to do 
either; for, ſubdued by the conſe- 
quence the hermit had aſſumed, he 
followed him, in ſpite of take gh 


the place where they were to take the 
reſt. This was at a charitable 
virtuous widow's, who had a nephew 
of about fourteen years of age; he 
was a very promiſing youth, and con- 
ſtituted her chief happineſs. She per- 
formed, as well as he was able, the 
honours of her houſe; and the next 
day ordered her nephew to accompany 
the travellers to an adjacent bridge, 


which 
— 


- 


' 5 2A D 1 8. | ; 39 


which being lately broken down, was 

dangerous to be paſſed by ſtrangers. 
The youth being attentive, to wait 

on them, walked chearfully forward. 


When they were on the bridge, Come,“ 


faid the hermit, © I muſt ſhew my gra- 
« titude to your aunt.” He then took 
him gently by the hair, and with great 


calmneſs plunged him into the river. 


The youth immediately ſank ; but 
ſoon appeared again on the ſurface of 
the water, and was ſwallowed up by 
the torrent. O monſter! O moſt 
« wicked of men l' cried Zadig. © You 
© have promiſed to behave with greater 
* patience,” ſaid the hermit, interrupt- 
ing him: Learn, then, that under 
the ruins of that houſe which Pro- 
« vidence has conſumed by fire, the 
© maſter has found an immenſe trea- 
« ſure, which will enable him the 
«© better to exert his beneficence, and 
render his virtues ſtill more con- 
« ſpicuous, Learn, alſo, that this youth, 
« whoſe life Providence has taken 
© away 71 an untimely death, would 
© have ſlain his aunt within the 
« ſpace of a year, and thee in that of 
two., Who told you ſo, barba- 
© rian?” cried Zadig. And even 
© though you had read ſuch an event 
in your deteſted Book of Fate, are 
you permitted to drown a youth who 
never mjured you? Nells | 
While Zadig thus ſpoke, he per- 
ceived that the old man had no longer 
a beard, and that his face diſcovered 
the ſoft traces of blooming youth ; the 
hermit's habit diſappeared, and four 
lovely wings covered a majeſtic form 
reſplendant with light. O meſſen 
* of Heaven! O divine angel! cried 
Zadig, falling proſtrate on the earth; 
you are then deſcended from the 
© Empyrean to teach a frail mortal 
* ſubmiſſion to the orders of the Eter- 
nal.“ Man, ſaid the angel Jeſ- 
rad, judges of all, without knowing 
any thing. You alone, of all the 
human race, are the man who beſt 
* deſerved to be enlightened.* Zadig 
begged that he would permit him to 
peak. I diſtruſt myſelf,* ſaid he; 
but ſuffer me to entreat you to re- 
move one ſcruple from my mind. 
Would it not have been better to 
* have-correRed the child, and have 
rendered him virtuous, than to have 


* drowned him in the river? Jeſrad 


* 


- © thought himſel 


lied, © If he had been virtuous, and 


© had lived, he would himſelf have 


© been aſſaſſinated, together with the 
© wife he would have married, and the 
© little infant, which in that caſe was 
« deſtined to have been the pledge of 
their mutual affection.— But why,” 
ſaid Zadig, is it neceſſary, that there 
© ſhould be crimes and misfortune 

© and that misfortunes ſhould fall on 


© the guiltleſs.— The wicked,” re- 


plied Jeſrad, © are always unhappy. 
* Misfortunes ſerve only as a — | 
© ſtone, to prove a ſmall number 
of the juſt thinly ſcattered through- 


* 


out the earth; nor is there any evil 


from which ſome good doth not pro- 
ceed.— What,” ſaid Zadig, i 
there was only good, and no evil? 


Then, replied Jeſrad, this earth 


would be another earth; the chai 
of events would be another arrange- 


ment conducted by wiſdom; but this 


c 

F 

c 

c 

4 

o 

c 

c 

other arrangement, which would be 
© abſolutely perfect, can exiſt only in 
the eternal abode of the Supreme 
© Being, where no evil is permitted 
* to approach. He has created mil- 
© hons of worlds, among which there 
are not two that reſemble each other. 
This immenſe variety proceeds from 
© his omnipotence. - There are no two 
leaves among the trees of the earth 
nor two globes in the infinite fields ot 
light, that 
another; and all that you fee on the 
„little atom whereon you are born, 
© muſt of neceſſity exiſt in it's own 
* place, and at it's appointed time, 
* 
c 
6 
— 
« 
6 
6 
c 


according to the immutable decrees - 


of him who comprehends the whole, 
Mankind N that the child wha 
has juſt periſhed, is fallen into the 
water by chance; and that it was 
alſo by chance that the houſe of our 
generous benefactor was conſumed : 
but there is no ſuch thing as chance 
or accident; it is all either a trial, a 
6 8 a reward, or a foreſight. 
Remember the 1 who 
the moſt unhappy of 

men: Oroſmades ſent you to chang 


© his deſtiny. Ceaſe, then, frail mortal, 


to diſpute againſt what it is your duty 
to adore.'—— But 


angel took his flight towards the tenth 
heaven. Zadig ſunk on his knees, 


and adored the wonders of Providence, 
een with 


rfectly reſemble one 


* faid Zadig. 
As he pronounced the word © but, the 


$5: 


** 
— 
CL 

uf 


+ with every mark of the moſt profound 

7 . * * * 
ſubmiſſion: when the angel cxied/irom 

on high, Proceed towards Babylon.“ 


C.H AP. XVIII. 
kuk ZENIGMAS, 


| HUANG, like a perſon deprived of 
bis ſenſes by loud claps of thun- 
105 walked on without knowing whi- 
ther. He, however, reached Babylon, 
on the day in which thoſe who had 
fought at the tournaments were al- 
ſembled in the veſtible of the palace, 
to explain the ænigmas, and to an{wer 
the queſtions of the grand magi; and 
all the knights were arrived, except 
him who were the green armour. As 
oon as Zadig appeared in; the city, 
the people aſſembled about him; their 

yes were not Aatisfied,, with ſeeing 
= their lips poured forth bleftings 
upon him, and their hearts wiſhed 
him the empire. The envious man 
jaw him pals: he frowned, and turned 
aide. he people, wizh loud accla- 
mations, attended him even to the 
alace gate. The, queen, who had 
| d of bis arrival, was in the utmoit 

agony between fear and hope. In- 
quietude took poſleſſion of her mind; 
the could neither comprehend. why Za- 
dig was withont arms, nor how Ito- 
bad became poſſeſſed. of the white 
armour. A confuſed murmur ran 
through the whole aſſembly, at the fight 
of Zadig; they were ſurprized- and 
charmed at ſceing him; but none be- 
ſides the knights who had fought were 
permitted to appear in the court. Zadig, 


1 owever, cried out, 6 I have taken my 


© ſhare in the combats, though another 
bears my arms; and while I wait till 
] have the honour to prove my aſſer- 


+ tion, I demand permiſſion to be ad- 


© mitted, that I may endeavour to ex- 
© plain the ænigmas., The magi put 
Zalig's requeſt ta the vote; and his re- 
utation for probity-was {till ſo ſtrongly 
imprinted in their minds, that they 
unanimouſly agreed to admit him. 
The firit queſtion propoſed by the 
grand magi was this: What 1s;the 
6 longeſt, and yet the (orteſt thing in 
© the world; the ſwifden and moſt 
- © ſlow; the Nl ee awd the moſt 
© extended; the leaſt valued, and the 
«molt regretted ; without which no- 


* 


2 


„ 


6 thing can be done; which devours 
« all chat is ſmall, and yet gives life 
© and ſpirit to every thing that is 


*| greater. 010502 bln, a5 
Itobad had the honour to ſpeak firſt. 


He replied, that ſo great a man as he 


had no knowledge of ænigmas, and that 


it was enough for him to have con- 


quered by his valour, and the ſtrength 
of his arm. Some ſaid tliat the mean- 
ing of the znigma was fortune; others, 
the earth; others, the light: but Zadig 
ſaid, that it was TIME. Nothing is 
longer, added he, * fince it is the 
*, meaſure of eternity; nothing is more 
©, ſhort, ſince it is inſuſicient to com- 
pleat our projects; ndthing is more 
low to him that waits, nothing 
more rapid to him who enjoys; it 
extends in greatneſs even to infini- 
tude; it is diviſible into infinite 
{mallneſs; all men neglect it; all 
lament it's Joſs; nothing can be 
done without it; it conſigns to obli- 
*, vio! what is unworthy of being 
known by; poſterity, and it immor 
talizes great and noble actions.“ 
The aſſembly agreed unanimouſly that 
Zadig was in the right. 5 
The next queſtion was: * What is the 
thing that we receive without thanks, 
winch. we enjoy without knowing 
how, which we. give to others with- 
out knowing where itis to be found, 
and which 'we. Joſe without being 
conſcious of it's loſs.. | 
Every one gave his own explication; 
but Zatg alone ſaid, that it was LITE. 
and he ſolyed all the other ænigmas 
propoted with equal facility. Itobad 
conttantly laid that nothing was more 
plain, and that he could have anſwered 
them with the ſame eaſe, if he had 
been incliued to have given himſelf the 
trouble. Queſtions were then pro- 
poſed reſpecting juſtice, the ſovereign 
good, and tbe art of government. 
TZadigis anſwers were ſtill julged to be 
the molt ſolid. . What a pity it is, 
ſaid the magi, that a perſon: of ſuch 
* confummate: wiſdom ſhould be ſo 
bid a Knight!!! 
Molt illuſtrious lords,“ cried Za- 
dig, I chave had the hondur to be 
Jeonqueror in the tournaments, and 
it is to me that the white armour be- 
„ Hongs. Lord Itobad toałk poſſeſſion 
ou vhile Iſlept; juadging, perhaps, 
« that it wouldiſit him better than the 
« green. I am, however, ready to en- 
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© counter before this aneuſt aſſembly, 
© with my gown and ſword, the uſurper 


of the white armour, that you may 


© be enahled to judge who it is that 
© has had the honour of conquering 
© the brave Otamus. 

Itobad with the greateſt confidence 
accepted this challenge. His head being 


fone by a helmet, his breaſt and 


ack by his cuiraſs, and his arms by his 
braſſarts, he entertained no doubt but 
that he ſhould eafily obtain the advan - 
tage over a champion in à cap and gown, 
Zadig drew his ſabre, and with it ſa- 
luted the queen, who viewed him with 
a mixture of joy and fear. Itobad 
drew his, and without any falutation, 
ruſhed on Zadig like one who had no- 


thing to fear, and was determined to 


bear down alt before him. Zadig, 
however, knew how to prevent the 
blow, by oppoſing the ſtrongeſt part 
of his ſword to the weakeſt of his ad- 
verſary's, by which means Itobad's 
ſabre was quickly broken. Zadig then 
ſeized him ns the body, threw him 
to the earth, and placing the point of 
his ſword to the opening of his cuiraſs ; 
Suffer yourſelf to be difarmed,” ſaid 
he, or I will this moment take your 
© life.*  Itobad, always furprized that 
any diſgrace ſhould happen to a perſon 
of his conſequence, ſuifered Zadig to 
do as he pleaſed. He therefore very 

acefully took away his magnificent 

elmet, his ſuperb cuiraſs, his rich 


braſſarts, and his brilliant cuiſles ; and 


clothing himſelf with them, ran in this 
dreſs to throw himſelf at Aſtarteꝰs feet. 


Cador eaſily proved that the white ar- 


mour belonged to Zadig; and he was 
thereupon acknowledged king of Ba- 
bylon by the unanimous conſent of 


the whole aſſembly; and more particu- 


larly with the approbation of Aſtarte, 
who, after ſuch a ſeries of misfortunes, 
had the happineſs of ſeeing her beloved 
Zadig thought worthy to poſſeſs her in 
the eyes of all the world. Itobad with- 
drew, and was obliged to content him- 
ſelf with being called plain lord in his 


own houſe; while Zadig was elected 
king, and poſſeſſed happineſs equal to 
his wiſhes. He now began'to refle& on 
what the angel Jezrad had ſaid to him; 
he remembered the ſtory of the grain of 
ſand which became a diamond; and 
both himſelf and Aſtarte admired the 
. wonders of Providence. He permitted 
Miſſouf, the capricious beauty, to roam 
where ſhe pleaſed; and fent in ſearch of 
Arbogad the robber, to whom he gave 
an honourable pott in his army, with 
a promiſe of advancing him to the 


higheſt dignities, if he behaved like a 


ſoldier of honour, but aſſured him 
he ſhould be punithed without mercy 
if he continued to follbw the profeſſion 
of a robber. | 

Setoc was called from the fartheſt 
confines of Arabia, together with the 
fair Almona, to preſide over the com- 
mercial affairs of Babylon; and Cador 
was promoted to one of the higheſt 
offices in the ſtate, as the reward of 
his diſtinguiſhed ſervices, and was the 
king's chief favourite. Indeed, he was 
ſtrictly the friend of the king, and 
Zadig was then the only monarch on 
earth who had fo true a friend. The 
little mute was not forgotten; and a 
very genteel houſe was given to the 
fiſherman, to whom Orcan was con- 
demned to pay a large ſum of money, 
as well as to reſtore his wife: the fiſh- 
erman had, however, 6btained wiſdom ; 
he took only the money. 

Zadig did not leave the beautiful 
Semira diſconſolate, who had deſerted 
him when ſhe feared he would be 
blind with one eye; nor Azora com- 
fortleſs, who had been willing to cut off 
his noſe; but endeavoured to alleviate 
their ſorrows by the moſt munificent 
preſents. The envious Arimazes, in- 
deed, died with ſhame and vexation. 
The empire now enjoyed peace, glory, 
and all the bieſſings of plenty. This 
was the moſt illuſtrious age of the earth. 
Babylon was wholly governed by juſ- 
tice and love. The people bleſſed Za- 
dig, and Zadig bleſſed Heaven. 
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